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Getting Ready for a Great Start
Dear Parents and Carers,

As the summer holiday draws to a close, we are looking forward to welcoming your child to our
school, beginning the next stage of their educational journey. The start of a new academic year is an
opportunity for every child to build positive habits that will help them succeed. One of the most
important is attending school every day and arriving on time.

For parents and carers of students joining Year 7, starting secondary school is an exciting milestone,
but it can also bring understandable questions and anxieties for both children and adults.

One of the most important factors in a successful transition is establishing positive attendance habits
from day one. Students who attend regularly settle more quickly, build stronger friendships, develop
confidence in their new environment and are more likely to achieve positive outcomes in the years
ahead.

To support families with this transition, we recommend watching the Department for Education
video: ‘Starting Secondary School and Supporting Your Child's Attendance’. The video can be accessed
here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=05-mSfidRPc and through the Attendance section of the
school website.

The video provides practical advice on:
Building positive routines before September
Managing worries about starting secondary school
Encouraging independence and confidence
Supporting excellent attendance from the very beginning

At Nailsea School, we are committed to ensuring every child feels they belong, builds positive
relationships and makes a successful start to secondary school. If you have any concerns please do
not hesitate to contact us. We are here to help. For all families, now is the perfect time to start re-
establishing routines for the new school year. We encourage parents and carers to:

Gradually move bedtimes and wake-up times earlier over the next few days

Prepare school uniform, equipment and bags in advance

Reduce screen time before bedtime

Plan a calm and organised first morning back

Strong attendance helps students build friendships, develop confidence, gain resilience and make the
most of every learning opportunity throughout the year.

For those of you who may have visited the school site over the summer, you will have noticed work is
well under way on the expansion of our Resource Base at the front of the school. We are excited
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about this development, which will enhance the provision and support available for our students. As
part of the construction project, contractors will be working on site throughout the school day.

As a result, students will no longer be able to access the canteen entrance via the side gate at the
front of the school. We are asking all students, therefore, to use the dedicated student entrance that
leads directly from MizzyMead Road down to the canteen. Students arriving on the Long Ashton bus
should turn left when they leave the bus and follow the route to this student entrance. Using this
access point will help to reduce the number of students passing through Main Reception, which
should be reserved for visitors, parents/carers with appointments, and other authorised guests.

Given the additional contractors and vehicle movements on site, we would also like to remind parents
and carers that student drop-off and pick up on site is not permitted, except where there are clear
physical accessibility needs that require alternative arrangements. This is an important measure to
help keep our site safe and to minimise congestion at the start and end of the school day.

The safety of our students, staff, visitors and contractors remains our highest priority. We appreciate
the support of our families in following these arrangements and helping us to maintain a safe and
orderly environment while this important project is completed.

Finally, as has been already communicated, from September 2026 free school meals have been
expanded so all children from households receiving Universal Credit may be eligible for a free school
meal, regardless of house earnings. It is important that all families register, even if your child already
receives free school meals. You should register using this portal https://fsm.lgfl.net. To complete an
application you will need

e Your name and date of birth

e Contact details

e National Insurance Number (or National Asylum Seeker Number, where applicable)

e Your child’s name and date of birth

o Details of the school your child attends or will attend
Registering will enable the school to access additional funding to support your child’s education and
wellbeing and help ensure that all families receive the support and entitlements available to them.

We look forward to seeing all of year 7 from 8:20am in the canteen area on Monday 7th September
to begin a successful year together. As a reminder, we would ask that students bring a packed lunch
to school on the first day, in order to provide enough time for the student payment accounts to be
registered.

We look forward to seeing everyone next week to begin a successful year together. By working
together from the very start, we can ensure every child is ready to Aspire, Believe and Succeed.

Yours sincerely,

Dt

Dee Elliott, Head teacher
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