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Getting Ready for a Great Start
Dear Parents and Carers,

As the summer holiday draws to a close, we are looking forward to welcoming our students back to
school next week.

The start of a new academic year is an opportunity for every child to build positive habits that will
help them succeed. One of the most important is attending school every day and arriving on time.

Over the next few days, we encourage families to begin re-establishing school routines by:
Gradually moving bedtimes and wake-up times earlier
Preparing school uniform and equipment in advance
Reducing screen time before bedtime
Planning a calm and organised first morning back

Strong attendance helps students build friendships, develop confidence, gain resilience and make the
most of every learning opportunity.

As we begin the new academic year, we would like to remind parents and carers about the update to
the Nailsea School uniform. From September, students will wear the new polo shirts with coloured
trim, as shown on the school website; Uniform — Nailsea School

This change was introduced following feedback from students, who told us that a lighter, more
comfortable uniform would help them stay cooler and more comfortable throughout the school day,
particularly during warmer weather. We are pleased to be responding to student voice while
maintaining a smart and consistent appearance across the school.

School uniform remains an important part of our school culture. It helps to create a sense of
community and belonging, promotes equality, and ensures that students arrive at school ready to
learn. We ask for your continued support in ensuring that all students wear the correct uniform and
present themselves proudly as members of the Nailsea School community. Thank you for your
support in helping us maintain our high standards

To ensure students are supported at the start of the year there will be a staggered start for students,
as follows:
- Monday 7th September: year 7 (8:20 am through the student entrance) and year 12 (9:00 am
start through the community entrance)
- Tuesday 8th September: All students to attend tutor time from 8:30am

For those of you who have visited the school site over the summer, you will have noticed work is well
under way on the expansion of our Resource Base at the front of the school. We are excited about
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this development, which will enhance the provision and support available for our students. As part of
the construction project, contractors will be working on site throughout the school day.

As a result, students will no longer be able to access the canteen entrance via the side gate at the
front of the school. We are asking all students, therefore, to use the dedicated student entrance that
leads directly from MizzyMead Road down to the canteen. Students arriving on the Long Ashton bus
should turn left when they leave the bus and follow the route to this student entrance. Using this
access point will help to reduce the number of students passing through Main Reception, which
should be reserved for visitors, parents/carers with appointments, and other authorised guests.

Given the additional contractors and vehicle movements on site, we would also like to remind parents
and carers that student drop-off and pick up on site is not permitted, except where there are clear
physical accessibility needs that require alternative arrangements. This is an important measure to
help keep our site safe and to minimise congestion at the start and end of the school day.

The safety of our students, staff, visitors and contractors remains our highest priority. We appreciate
the support of our families in following these arrangements and helping us to maintain a safe and
orderly environment while this important project is completed.

Finally, as has been already communicated, from September 2026 free school meals have been
expanded so all children from households receiving Universal Credit may be eligible for a free school
meal, regardless of house earnings. It is important that all families register, even if your child already
receives free school meals. You should register using this portal https://fsm.lgfl.net. To complete an
application you will need

e Your name and date of birth

e Contact details

e National Insurance Number (or National Asylum Seeker Number, where applicable)

e Your child’s name and date of birth

o Details of the school your child attends or will attend
Registering will enable the school to access additional funding to support your child’s education and
wellbeing and help ensure that all families receive the support and entitlements available to them.

We look forward to seeing everyone next week to begin another successful year together.
Yours sincerely,

o

Dee Elliott,

Head teacher
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