
Transition Task

Media Studies

All tasks will need the following webpage: Signs and Semiotics | Definition and Examples

Task 1

What is a sign? 
Research the definition of a sign using the webpage above.  In the first section, the writer uses the example
of a picture of a pipe with the caption that declares it is not a pipe – see below. 

Explain in 100 words how the picture demonstrates the relationships between signs and meanings.  

Task 2

Key thinkers in Semiotics
There are a number of semiotic theorists who you will be studying in Media A Level.  For each of the 
below, summarise their thoughts on signs and meanings – again use the same webpage to help you. 

 Ferdinand De Saussure
 Roland Barthes
 Charles Peirce

https://media-studies.com/signs/


Transition Task

Task 3

Applying key semiotic concepts
There are three key words associated with semiotics:  signs, codes and ideology. Read the definitions of 
each one using the same webpage.  

Choose a film poster of your choice.  Try to explain how the film poster uses signs, codes and ideology to 
convey meaning about the film – for example, the themes in the film, the genre, the characters, etc. Aim to
write around 250 words.  

An example is below for you:
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