
Transition Task

History

Germany & West Germany 1918-89 (Edexcel) 

Task 1

Please  research the  role  of  the  following  individuals  in  the  creation and  early  years  of  The Weimar
Republic (Germany’s new democracy) 1918-23.  You must answer the questions below for each individual:

- What was their job, role, or position in society? 

- Were they responsible for forming the Weimar Republic or a threat? 

- What were their political views? 

 Kaiser Willhelm 
 Hindenburg 
 Philipp Scheidemann
 Karl Liebknecht 
 General Groener 
 General Ludendorff 
 Rosa Luxemburg

German Chancellors 

 Friedrich Ebert (November 1918 – February 1919) 
 Prince Maximillion von Baden (October - November 1918) 
 George Von Hertling (November 1917 – September 1918)
 George Michaelis (July to Novemeber 1917) 
 Theobald Bethman Von Holweg (July 1909 – July 1917) 

Task 2

Political Crises and The Impact of War. 

Make notes, using pages 2-4 from the Pinfield textbook, on the following problems that faced Germany at
the end of the First World War. You should ensure that your notes have plenty of SPEND evidence
(Statistics, People, Events, Names, Dates) to be of the standard required for an A level student. 

- The Crisis October to November 1918

- The Crisis in Military discipline (Kiel Mutiny) 

- The Crisis in the Economy  (The Blockade) 

- The Crisis in Society (reasons for grievances)
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Task 3

Listen to episode 295 of The Rest is History Podcast Titled: The Rise of The Nazis (Part 1). Click the link 
below to watch on Youtube or you can access this on Spotify. 

295. The Rise of the Nazis

‘Where do the origins of Nazism lie? The Second Reich? Hitler’s time in Vienna? The First World War? 
Join Tom and Dominic in the first of their four-part series on the Rise of the Nazis as they discuss its 
origins’ 

This activity will give you important contextual knowledge of the time period that covers Germany from 
1918-33 that will give you a deeper understanding so you are ready to begin your course in September. 

As you listen, please answer the following questions: 

1. Why did the rise of The Nazis shock people living in democracies in Europe? 
2. Identify and describe the views of two competing Historians on the Rise of Hitler’s rise to power 

E.g. AJP Taylor. 
3. Define The Second Reich that developed under The Kaiser & Bismarck in 1871. 
4. What democratic elements existed in The Second Reich? 
5. What is Darwinism? (In the context of Germany) 
6. What is Pan Germanism? 
7. What was the German experience of The First Word War? Casualities? Deaths? Turnip Winter?
8. What was Hitler’s experience of The First World War? What was his reaction to the end of the 

war? 
9. Write down two facts about Hitler’s early life. 
10.  Define what Hitler meant by the term The November Criminals. 
11. Who are The Freikorps? 
12. Who was Anton Drexler & What were the views of The German Workers Party? 
13. Why was Hitler such an effective public speaker? Give two examples. 
14. What does NSDAP stand for? (If not clear from podcast use the internet) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mzvtuYMnDhY

