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At Nailsea School we are aware that there is a significant amount of information in the public 
domain around Covid-19 which may cause parents and carers to feel anxious about allowing their 
child to return to school.  Hopefully this document, alongside the direct communication that has 
already been issued, will go some way towards reassuring you of the measures that have been 
put in place to keep the school community as safe as possible when schools reopen. 
 
Can you guarantee my child’s safety from the virus at school? 
Unfortunately, just as in other circumstances or situations, we cannot guarantee that 
individuals will not come into contact with the virus whilst at school.  Whilst we will observe 
every safety suggestion from the Government, Public Health England and unions to reduce risk, 
exposure to the virus is possible.  Currently, there is limited information on transmission 
between children and adults available in the Government guidance 
 
Can you guarantee social distancing in school? 
Despite the best efforts of staff, social distancing of children simply cannot be entirely observed 
in school; the government acknowledges this is impossible for schools to implement 100% of the 
time. However, wherever possible we will be implementing the 2m social distancing rule. 
  
Particular actions that have been taken to promote social distancing, include the fact that 
children have been organised into small teaching groups, with each class split and attending on 
different days.  Pupils will not be moved between the two groups and these groups will not be 
allowed to mix with each other within school.  In classrooms, the tables will be arranged as 
individual workspaces and spaced apart. This reduces the number of pupils dramatically to up to 
15 places per classroom, although currently the number of pupils in some groups is significantly 
less than this.  
 
Does this mean each ‘bubble’ will be allocated the same staff member? 
In wk comm 15th June and 22nd June year 10 students will receive 3 hours of face to face time 
with subject specialists in English, Maths and Science. This will not necessarily be the students’ 
current class teacher. Staff entering and leaving the room at the end of each hour will observe 
social distancing and hygiene guidelines. 
Year 12 students will receive face to face sessions with a subject specialist for an hour in each of 
their subjects over the next month.  
Specific timetables will be shared with individuals in due course. 
 
What will happen if my child or someone in my child’s group becomes unwell? 
If a student becomes ill whilst in school they will be sent home as usual.  
 
If a student develops COVID-19 symptoms whilst on site (showing a high temperature of 37.8 
degrees or above, or presenting with a persistent cough, or loss of taste/smell) they will be 
placed in the First Aid room until they can be collected. If this happens, we would ask that the 
student is collected as promptly as possible to minimise risk of transmission.  
 
Anyone with symptoms of COVID-19 should self-isolate for seven days and book a coronavirus 
test. It is essential that you keep the school updated with the results of any coronavirus test – 
positive or negative. If a child tests negative, they can return to school. If a child tests positive, 
all children and adults from their group will have to self-isolate for 14 days. 
 
Following any student/member of staff presenting Covid-19 symptoms, the areas they have 
been using will be deep cleaned immediately, irrespective of the outcome of a test result. 
 
 
 



Further Government guidance can be found here: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-
guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection  
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-
measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-
measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings  
 
If a student or member of staff tests positive for coronavirus, we will contact the rest of their 
class and advise self-isolation for 14 days. The other household members of that wider class do 
not need to self-isolate unless the student they live with in that group subsequently develops 
symptoms. We will report all cases to Public Health England and follow and pass on any advice 
we receive from their local Health Protection Team. 
 
If your child is unwell e.g. has a sickness bug but does not appear to have COVID-19 specific 
symptoms, they should still remain at home until they are fully recovered to stop the spread of 
other illnesses. 
 
I have another child in years 7, 8 or 9 but I am not a key worker. Can I send my other child to 
school? 
No, not at the moment.  School will only be re-opening for some face to face teaching for years 
10 and 12 and the children of key workers (pupils with parents whose job is critical to the fight 
against Covid-19) and vulnerable pupils.   
  
I am a key worker and will be sending my child to school - Where will the key-worker 
students be taught? 
Children of key workers/vulnerable students will continue to be supervised in a separate 
‘bubble’ to students in year 10 and 12 returning to school. They will be supervised by a 
different group of staff and will be using different areas of the school site. As a reminder the 
school needs to have the minimum of a week’s notice if you are intending to send your child 
into school for this provision. This is now even more important and a change to the previous 24 
hours notice, given the significance of retaining the integrity of groups and staffing. Parents 
should liaise with their child’s Head of House to request a place. 
 
What are the expectations regarding students travelling to school? 
In line with government guidance families are encouraged to walk or cycle to school when 
required to do so. 
For students who would usually get the school bus, this will not be running for Term 6 for years 
10 and 12 students.  We are currently working with our bus company, and from September, an 
altered bus service will be in operation for those who choose to use it, with social distancing 
and additional cleaning measures currently being put in place by the bus company.  More 
details on this will be sent once we are aware of the uptake, and how the school will be 
opening from September.   
Students will only be permitted to enter through the main student entrance on Mizzymead 
Road. All other entrances to the school will be closed. The bike shed at the front of school will 
be supervised by a member of staff to ensure that social distancing guidelines are adhered to 
when bikes are being stored. 
For students walking to school, cones indicating 2m spaces will be identified for queuing as 
students approach the entrance where hand gel will be available. 
Parents are asked NOT to drive onto site to drop off students – unless this is a pre agreed 
arrangement based on discussions with your child’s Head of House. If parents are engaged in 
dropping or picking up, only one parent should be involved in this. 
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What are the expectations regarding uniform? 
For the remaining weeks of the academic year all students attending school will not be 
required to wear uniform. Government guidance is clear that a different, clean set of clothes is 
worn every time students/staff are on site.  We advise students to keep clothing worn to 
attend school separate from clothing worn at home, and to wash clothing worn to school 
between each attendance at school. 
In addition, please ensure all clothing that is worn is appropriate for a work environment in 
relation to length, material and slogans. This is particularly pertinent as we enter the summer 
months. Large amounts of visible flesh is not appropriate. If clothing is inappropriate students 
will be asked to leave site and change. 
 
What should my child bring to school? 
Students must bring their own equipment to school: pens, pencils, rulers, calculators etc. 
Sharing, borrowing or lending equipment is strictly prohibited given the increased chances of 
spreading the virus. Students in year 10 or 12 will not use any computer rooms, so that 
students do not have to share computer keyboards or microphones. 
 
What other facilities will be available on site? 
In order to protect the integrity of the school site students will not be permitted to wander 
freely. If students need to collect something from their lockers a specific time and date should 
be arranged with their Head of House to do this. 
 
Depending on which group they are allocated when on site, (individual timetables to follow in 
due course) students will be expected to use a certain set of toilets. These will be cleaned at 
the end of their time on site. 
 
Students should bring a full water bottle with them for the 3 hours they are on school site. 
Students will not be permitted to use the water coolers. 
 
Students in years 10 and 12 will not have access to the school canteen. If needed for their time 
on site, students are expected to bring their own food. Food and drink cannot be shared 
between students. 
 
Do I have to send my year 10 and 12 child into school? What will happen if we choose not to? 
We would like every eligible student to attend each session they are offered. If you choose for 
your child not to attend, we will ask for the reasons why so that we can follow up 
appropriately. A daily return of attendance and reasons for absence are required for the 
Department of Education. 
If your child is in year 10 or 12 and will not be returning when the school reopens to these year 
groups please call the school number and leave a message on the absence line stating your 
child’s name, class and their reason for absence. Eg.  

• A member of your household is in a vulnerable group and you are shielding 

• Because you do not want to send your child back yet (there will be NO penalties for this 
type of absence but you need to declare it). 

• Because the student or a member of the family have Covid-19 symptoms / illness 
For long term absence you are only required to make this phone call once, for general illness a 
return date would be useful. 
To reiterate, we do not expect students to attend school if they are shielding due to health 
conditions. If students live with someone in their household who is shielding, we would also 
urge caution as per the government’s guidance on shielding. However, a student who lives with 
someone who is clinically vulnerable (but not clinically extremely vulnerable), including those 
who are pregnant, can attend the sessions relevant to them. 



 
What are the expectations around behaviour? 
All students on site should adhere to the usual expectations as we would if school were fully 
open. 
In addition, during this period we expect all students to follow additional expectations in 
relation to hygiene, social distancing and the clear importance of following staff instructions. 
Any contravention of these expectations will result in a student being sent home immediately 
and they will not be permitted to return for the remainder of the term 6 sessions. This is 
essential to ensure that we can operate safely for all students and staff.  
 

• Students will follow the instructions of staff immediately and without question  

• Students will maintain social distancing, of at least two metres, at all times 

• Students will only sit in their allocated seat in their classroom. 

• Students will follow the one-way system to avoid unnecessary contact. 

• Students will remain within the allocated classroom and not walk freely around the site. 

• Students will use the hand sanitiser stations and wash basins available to them.  

• Students will use the lidded bins in classrooms and other key areas around the site for 
the disposal of tissues and any other waste. 

• Students will bring their own equipment to use when in the classroom. 

• Students will not share equipment with other students. 

• Students will bring their own filled water bottle and snacks. Students will not be 
permitted to share food or drinks  

• If a student coughs or sneezes, they will use a tissue or the crook of your arm to cover 
their mouth and nose and contain the germs.   

• If any student feels unwell with any symptoms they should report this to a member of 
staff immediately. 

• Deliberate coughing, or similar behaviour, towards other people will result in students 
being sent home immediately and there will be no opportunity to return for the rest of 
term 6. 

 


