
prep for success

Wednesday 2nd October 



60% 
coursework
opposites

40% 
exam

Eg hinge, ring, 
contrast, horse or 

frozen

Photography GCSE – an overview

• Mock exam: Friday 13th December 
• Coursework deadline:  Thursday 19th December 
• Coursework day: Friday 24th January • Tuesday 31st March & Wednesday 1st

April 
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• Two main components: 
• Powerpoint or book detailing the journey of your project 

• Final photograph/s offering an articulate and creative end point 
to your project 

coursework

STEP 1: respond 
to feedback!

STEP 2: meet 
deadlines 

STEP 3:attend 
catch-up
Thursdays 

(week 1) 3-5pm

STEP 4:enhance 
your projects 

with photographs that 
you’ve taken outside 
of lessons and school 



exam what to expect

You complete the majority of the work BEFORE the exam!

You PLAN your photoshoots before the exam

You should expect to approach the exam in a very practical 
manner – taking photographs and editing 

You must end the exam DECISIVELY, selecting and handing in 
your FINAL PHOTOGRAPHS 



Here’s what a grade 7 in Photography looks like: 



Grade 7+  TOP TIPS

EXPLORE and EXPERIMENT within your chosen IDEA and THEME 



Grade 7+ TOP TIPS!

Your IDEA and INSIGHTS must be developed and CLEARLY ARTICULATED 



How to prepare for success in Photography 

• Attend catch-up on Thursdays (week 1) after school 3-4/5pm
• Dedicate at least an hour a week to your coursework, this should be in addition to homework
• Work hard in lessons – ensure you keep on top of lesson tasks
• Respond to all feedback given. Feedback will always be designed to secure or raise grades

Also…

• Use descriptive titles to signpost your work 
• Explore when you photograph – aim to show plenty of range in your contact sheets
• Build your ideas through your photographs, showing evidence of refining your techniques and compositional 

choices. 
• Presentation is important! Your Powerpoint slides, or sketchbook pages, must show an aesthetic 

understanding, and display your photographs in the best light.
• Use a broad approach when reflecting on context. Photographer referencing should be accompanied by 

historical, scientific knowledge, lists of facts about what you are photographing etc
• Reflect upon your work consistently. Use annotation and semiotic analysis throughout each project 
• Take LOTS of photographs out of school and add these to your work 

This course will conclude immediately after your exam – just before the Easter holidays



Key dates: 
• Year 11 parents evening: 17th October 

• Photography mock exam, which will also be the time we conclude coursework 

final pieces: 13th December 2019

• Coursework deadline (60%): Thursday 19th December 

• Coursework day: Friday 24th January

• Photography set task (40%) papers distributed: January 2019

• Photography exam: Tuesday 31st March & Wednesday 1st April 


