
History
Preparation for Success



1st Exam: Medicine in Britain – 1st June

2nd Exam: The American West and King 
Richard and King John – 4th June

3rd Exam: The USA, 1954-75 – 9th June



3 main things you need to revise:

1. The facts

2. How to apply the facts to answering a question

3. Exam technique, particularly for the source and 
interpretations questions



How do I know which facts I need to remember?

• Your exercise book

• Topic check-lists

• Revision guide

Topic checklist Red Amber Green

Continuity of ideas about the cause of disease: the Four 

Humours, miasma, spontaneous generation

The development of the germ theory and identification of 

microbes

The development of vaccination – Jenner and the 

smallpox vaccination

The work of Pasteur and Koch 

The training of doctors and different types of medical 

care available

Medicine and health care in the home and hospitals

The professionalisation of nursing: Florence Nightingale 

The role of factors: science; technology; industrialisation; 

research teams; social attitudes; communication; chance

The problems of public health and attempts to solve them 

– provision of water supplies and disposal of waste

The effects of industrialisation

Case study: the cholera epidemics and the work of John 

Snow

The significance of Chadwick

Reasons for increased government intervention

Changing nature of the provision of public health by the 

state: Public Health Acts of 1848, 1875

Topic checklist

Medicine and treatment c.1750-1900



How do I learn the facts?
• The more brain power it takes, the better, so make revision as active as 

possible.  Don’t just read through your book.
• Find what works for you

• Mind maps
• Flash cards
• Songs
• Mnemonics
• Pictures
• GCSE Pod
• Youtube
• Seneca
• Quizlet

• Little and often
• Get someone to test you



Which time period it this a mnemonic for?

Anatomy was improved by Vesalius who dissected criminals

Challenged Galen over 200 times  

Harvey discovered the heart was a pump

Everything else stayed pretty much the same

ACHE



Which 
event is 
this?





Can you 
remember 9 
problems?





Seneca





How do I apply the facts to different exam 
questions?

• Plan practice questions.

• Underline key words in the question.

• Try planning without looking at your notes. Once you’ve 
exhausted your ideas, look at your notes to see if you’ve 
missed anything.

• Write practice questions.

• Write timed questions.



How do I revise exam technique? 

• Look at past questions you’ve done and the feedback that your 
teacher has given you

• Look at the self-assessment sheets (which have the markscheme for 
each type of question) which should be stuck on the inside cover of 
your book

• Practise! Use the practice questions in the Prep for Success booklet.



Any questions?


