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A Message from the Head—Mrs Elliott 

End of Term 1, but new beginnings 

I can’t believe that I am already writing the entry for the first termly newsletter. Looking back over the 

last eight weeks I feel very proud of what the staff and students have achieved and how positive the 

atmosphere is around school. We have had a very successful Open Evening and Open Mornings for 

prospective families. I’d like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support this term. 

Students succeed at school when there is a strong partnership between families and school, and I feel 

that we are really building capacity as a school through our work with families. 

I’d like to finish with a reminder to all year 11 families that our Sixth Form Open Evening is just round 

the corner. We are very proud of our Sixth Form and I believe we offer something quite unique. The results our students got last year 

were record breaking and over a quarter of our students progressed to the most competitive universities in the country. We believe 

the success of our Sixth Form is down to the fact that we offer much smaller class sizes than most of the local schools and we also 

continue with our high levels of pastoral care. I am very excited about the new courses we have on offer this year, both through our 

collaboration with boomsatsuma in forming the North Somerset Creative Campus, (page 5) and with our Access to Level 3 course 

(page 2). Year 11 students will be receiving their copy of our prospectus at the subject evening on Thursday and we look forward to 

seeing them at the 6th form Open Evening on 22nd November. 

Enjoy your well earned break and see you all on 6th November. 

Show Racism The Red Card 

Students were invited to show Racism the Red Card on Friday 19th October as part of 

an national campaign to show solidarity against racism. Hundreds of students took the 

opportunity to wear red alongside staff who also took part. 

The organisation ‘Show Racism the Red Card‘ said :  

“Racism continues to be an issue in our society with many 

people suffering abuse each day. We believe that education is 

key in challenging racism in society. By working with the next 

generation in schools we can have a big impact towards eradi-

cating racism and creating a better world in the future.”  

 

DON’T MISS OUR CAREERS EVENING | THURSDAY 25TH OCTOBER | 4.00 - 6.30PM 
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Governors Update 

Governors are delighted with the GCSE and A level exam results and wish 

to congratulate all students, staff and parents on their achievements and 

wish students luck as they move forward. 

The Presentation Evening was a delight to attend and to see how proud 

the school is of their pupils. The range of awards not only celebrated 

exam success, but also recognised personal achievements and hard 

work. Well done to everyone nominated. 

The Governors also attended the Open Evening for next year’s Year 7 

students which was attended by over 250 prospective families. During the evening many of our students acted as superb 

ambassadors for the school, showing parents around, answering questions from the children, as well as taking part in the 

presentation and talking to the audiences about their experience as new Year 7 students. There were many, many compliments 

about what a great job they did; so thank you to those students and all those involved in organising such a great event.  

Governors continue to come into school regularly to attend school and social events as well as in our roles as lead Governors, please 

look out for us and come and say ‘hello’. 

Nailsea Sixth Form News 

It’s been a great start to the school 
year with a some of the best A Level 
results in North Somerset.  

This term over 50 students opted to 
take a trip to Ashton Gate for a Careers 

event which hosted numerous further education providers, 
apprenticeships and keynote speakers.  

Our own Careers Fair will be held on the 25th October, with a 
great variety of educational providers and employers on hand 
to give advice and guidance. 

On 22nd November we will be hosting our Sixth Form Open 

Evening, where a number of new courses will be introduced 

to our current Year 11 and to those from other schools, who 

are welcome to attend.  

The new offer includes our very own  Access to Level 3 course 

which we are unique in offering for North Somerset. The course is designed to give those students who’d like to go on to sit level 3 

courses, the foundation and qualifications they need. Also new for 2019 is our exclusive partnership with creative industries 

education providers boomsatsuma—see page  5 for more details, offering course which will cement a pathway into the creative 

sector. 
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Musical Bingo Friday 9th November 

Musical Bingo is a twist on bingo replacing the numbers with music 

clips. Music ranges from the 60’s to the modern day so there is 

something for all the family.  

Here’s a review from last time "Everyone had a fabulous evening 

guessing tunes from across the decades – no musical knowledge 

was actually needed (thank goodness) just an ability to listen 

carefully!” 

Can’t get to reception to buy a ticket? 

Don’t know a PTA member? - no 

problem! 

Email us, pay by bank transfer then 

pick your tickets up on the night - 

easy! nailseapta@nailseaschool.com 

Summer Fun Prize Draw 

This year’s draw took place at the end 

of the Summer Term. The Lopez 

family, were the lucky winners of the £100 cash first prize and 

Rachel James was very pleased with second prize of a BBQ hamper 

full of all sorts of goodies. There were 19 other prizes too – so lots 

of happy people! 

Thank you to everyone who bought tickets - you helped to raise 

£600, which will be spent on items to enhance your child’s time at 

Nailsea School.  

 

The PTA will be running another prize draw this year with tickets 

on sale at school events after Christmas.  

If you know of a company that would be willing to donate a prize 

please get in touch, nailseapta@nailseaschool.com 

Other PTA News: 

SAVE THE DATE: 8th March 2019 – Pour My Bluff returns for 

another fun wine-tasting evening 

Do you do on-line shopping? 

Please consider using the Easy-

fundraising app to help us to 

raise funds.  The registration 

process is very straightforward 

visit www.easyfundraising.org.uk search for Nailsea School Parent 

Teacher Association and click “Support this Cause”. 

 

If you are interested in being part of the Nailsea School PTA and 

would like further information, or to be put on our mailing list 

then please contact us by email: nailseapta@nailseaschool.com 

Follow us on social media: 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/NailseaPTA/ 

Twitter: twitter.com/nailsea_pta 
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Presentation Evening 

The Awards ceremony for last years Year 11 and Year 13 leavers took 

place in the first few weeks of term. Guest speaker Mr Morrell of Nailsea 

Town Council gave a thoughtful and interesting speech on radiators and 

drains ...and the type of person you could choose to be! 

A number of awards were given including Subject Awards, House 

Pioneers Awards and new for this year the Aspire Award, Believe Award 

and Succeed Award, which recognised individual success stories. 

Students were nominated by their subject teachers, prior to the exams 

but the awards for subjects were not announced until the evening, 

creating an Oscar like buzz. 

Miss M. Chidzey was the winner of this years Headteacher’s Award, the award was given for being a great-all-rounder, on the field, in 

the classroom and as a fantastic member of the school community. The celebratory, but emotional evening marked the end of a 

successful time for many students of their time at Nailsea School.  

Fabulous Start at Nailsea School 

Excited and nervous students starting Year 7 and 6th Form at Nailsea School 

were treated to a delicious welcome breakfast on their first day at Nailsea 

School and Nailsea Sixth Form, all thanks to local supermarket -Tout’s 

Budgens. The local store in Nailsea kindly donated croissants, fruit, pain au 

chocolat and fruit juice; a wonderful example of how local businesses can 

support Nailsea School to directly benefit young people within our own 

community.   

A Tout’s Budgens spokesperson said “For the 2nd year running we are proud 

to provide Nailsea School new starters - Year 7s and Year 12s with a healthy 

& filling breakfast to start the day on the right foot” 

The breakfast eased students into their first day and within minutes 

students were chatting to each other and to staff breaking the ice - ready 

for the new academic year. 

The first day for Year 7 was full of activities to help students find their way 

around the building, understand lesson timetables, school systems and pick 

up tips that will help them adjust to secondary learning.  

For Year 12 it was an opportunity to speak to staff about their GCSE results, 

to ensure they have selected the right subjects for A Level and make any 

changes.   

It was a brilliant start, providing the beginners with a great foundation to start their next journey. Thank you Touts Budgens! 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Nailsea-School/109328205753656?fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDL7Vk15Bsy5kS-M7kKxSdC7en3lGK35WBsIZtoxPVex7CncBCwxwMmpZWuPyyyu0e-HXfdKxYEEKJ5y0Gk9KHtfXJHlwlZ1LuIddcIcyZm_G1pUmXC3DZHa9WvRr5QeunfiBpLfb7IWtOEyIk49OdclqHsvjuLt4-LC
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Creative Boom for Nailsea Sixth Form 

 

Nailsea School and boomsatsuma are delighted to announce a 

new and exciting partnership for 2019, the North Somerset 

Creative Campus at Nailsea Sixth Form. The first of its kind in the 

area, the new partnership will deliver an exciting array of applied creative 

courses with incredible links to the Creative Industries. 

Three primary courses include Creative Media Production, Professional Acting and 

Games Virtual Reality (VR) and Visual Effects (VFX). All launched for the 2019 Sixth 

Form offer at Nailsea School. The Diplomas can be taken alongside other courses, such 

as A levels, and are the equivalent to 1.5 A levels. An extended diploma in Creative 

Media Production, based part time at the Curzon cinema studio, is also on offer for 

those students who would like a full time applied creative course equivalent to three A 

Levels. 

According to the West of England Local Enterprise Partnership, Creative Industries 

account for more than 15,900 jobs in the region and have seen 106% growth since 

1999, providing opportunities in performance, creative media, film, and gaming, VR 

and VFX. The courses will be primarily based at Nailsea School Sixth Form, and students 

will have access to organisations across the region. Boomsatsuma have already 

established facilities and relationships with leading applied creative centres including 

the Bottle Yard TV and Film Studios, The Bristol Old Vic Theatre School, Ashton Gate 

Media Centre and Bristol’s high tech, Creative and Digital Hub at the Engine Shed. 

Directors Mark Curtis and Stuart Wood from boomsatsuma said “Our courses are 

designed to prepare students for the working world, the creative industries are a prime 

export for Bristol, which secured UNESCO City of Film in 2017. Our courses directly feed 

into the Creative Industries, which includes the exciting addition of gaming VR and VFX. 

We look forward to working alongside Nailsea Sixth Form in helping students realise 

their potential and achieve their aspirations.” 

Dee Elliott Headteacher at Nailsea School said “By creating the North Somerset Creative 

Campus together with boomsatsuma we are giving Post 16 students an effective way to 

enter a dynamic and interesting industry, an industry that Bristol is renowned for 

internationally. Our students will be able to use these courses to gain vital experience, 

build relationships and network with these unique business partnerships, making our 

students some of the most employable in the area” 

To find out more about the North Somerset Creative Campus, which is open to students 

across the region, boomsatsuma will be attending Nailsea School Sixth Form Open 

Evening on 22nd November 2018. This will be a showcase evening with an introduction to 

all of the courses on offer at Nailsea School Sixth Form. 

Nailsea School 
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Galaxy Thief Steals the Limelight  
Staff at Nailsea School arranged for students to 

have a musical treat with an important message. 

Galaxy Thief, @galaxythiefband, a four-piece indie 

pop band visited the school to play a mixture of 

covers and their own material to students from 

Year 9 and Year 10.  

Students can be a hard audience to win over but 

the band clearly impressed and curious sixth 

formers used their free periods to gate-crash the 

performance having heard music spilling out into 

the corridors. The band took a breather half way through the performance to talk 

to students about mental health. Some of the band have struggled with anxiety 

and depression and shared their experiences.  

The message was to always find someone to talk to, to not keep your feelings 

bottled up and know that it is common to have times when you don’t feel ok. The 

band members, having left school just a few years ago, empathised with the stress 

and pressure of school life and encouraged students to share and support one 

another.  

Mr Mawford, Assistant Headteacher said  

“Nailsea School have long recognised the need to fully support students and educate them about mental health. It is now becoming an 

expectation that schools raise awareness of mental health issues and have the resources in place to help students. Inviting the band in to 

talk to students is another form of getting the message across and breaking down any stigma. Plus it was an absolute bonus for both 

staff and students to relax and enjoy the brilliant show that Galaxy Thief put on”.  

 

Spooky Cupcakes 

Students were invited to take part in an after 

school cooking club this term. They were given a 

number of different cupcake designs to create 

spooky themed treats including Chocolate 

Bonfires, Biscuit Tombstones, Goulish Ghosts and 

Witches Legs.  

The event was a huge success and looks like it will 

become a repeated fixture. 
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iCould 

icould is a resource for young people 

to find out about different careers 

and a variety of ways to think about 

what is possible in the world of work.  For any student trying to 

determine their future career path, this website is worth 

exploring.  Along with information about a wide range of careers 

there are inspirational stories, quizzes, advice on choices at age 

14, 16 and 18 and employability skills. 

icould.com 

Work Experience 

Year 10 have received their work experience packs 

and can now start the search for a placement.  The 

process of searching and communicating with 

businesses prepares students for finding jobs or 

college places in the future.   

Students are supported in school with a step by 

step guide, assemblies, tutor activities and work 

experience workshops.  It is important parents do 

not find the placement for their child as an 

important part of work experience is for students 

to learn how to approach companies and apply for 

placements themselves. 

Careers Advice 

1-2-1 interviews with our independent careers advisor Mrs Britton take place every Monday and Tuesday.  Students are 

referred automatically but if you would like a priority appointment speak to Mrs Watts/Mr Morris to arrange a referral. 

Alumni Hall of Fame 

We are starting a project to celebrate our ex students and raise the aspirations of our current students.  Please see below 

for how to get involved. 

https://icould.com/
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Careers Fair  
All students and parents are invited to the annual Careers Fair.  Take time to browse the stands and pick up information 

about further education, apprenticeship, employment opportunities and even Saturday jobs!  There is a wealth of advice 

and information to be gained from this popular event.  Drop in between 4pm and 6.30pm on Thursday 25th October. 

Professional Apprenticeships 
Range of apprenticeships 
Professional Apprenticeships are an apprenticeship provider covering 
all levels of apprenticeships in areas such as digital marketing, business 
administration, leadership and management, ICT and Customer 
Service.  Students are supported each step of the way with application 
and interview advice together with matching skills and strengths to the 
right apprenticeship. 

Royal Mail 
Vehicle Maintenance Apprenticeship 

Three year Level 3 light vehicle technicians apprentice programme 

working on all makes and models within the Royal Mail fleet for public 

and business customers. Day-to-day you could be replacing simple 

parts and wheels or solving complex faults using diagnostic methods 

and equipment, learning everything there is to know on the job.  

 

Three GCSEs (or equivalent) including Maths, English and Science, at 

grade C/4 or higher required 

Latest Apprenticeships 

The noticeboard outside the Careers Office features up to date information about apprenticeship and employment opportunities.  This 

board is constantly changing so please check back regularly. 

KPMG  
School and College Leaver Programme—KPMG360 

Experience all areas of the business before specialising in either Audit, 

Tax or Advisory.  The programme runs for 3—6 years depending on 

the career path chosen and will include the opportunity to gain formal 

professional qualifications. 

 

Entry requirements—predicted BCC at A Level (or equivalent), 5 GCSEs 

A*-C including English and Maths 

Get in, go far 

Information and search site 
Get in, go far is an advice and information website about 
how to find an apprenticeship, wages, qualifications, plus 
link to government website of apprenticeship vacancies.  

www.getingofar.gov.uk/ 

www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/
apprenticeshipsearch 
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Freshers’ Fair 

This years Freshers’ fair was a great 

success and many students signed 

up to the clubs on offer. 

The Extra-Curricular activities 

booklet is available on our website, 

and students can approach activity 

leaders to talk about what is on 

offer. 

After school PE clubs have their 

own timetable which is published 

termly on their section of the 

website. 

Extra-Curricular activities and clubs 

are a great opportunity to meet 

new friends and challenge yourself 

to try something new. 

 

Foodbank Collection 

Thank you to everyone who made a 

donation to this year’s Harvest Appeal. 

We’ve had a great response to the 

collection and it’s really good to know 

that with your help, we will be 

supporting families locally again this 

Autumn. 

A S P I R E  |  B E L I E V E  |  S U C C E E D  
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Shakespeare Schools  Festival 

This years students from Nailsea School are 

taking part in the Shakespeare Schools Festival. 

The festival which has been running for 16 

years, invites students from schools across the 

country to take part in a programme of events to support their understanding and 

enjoyment of Shakespeare. 

The Shakespeare Schools Festival introduces young people to the excitement and 

discipline of theatre. Through live workshops and performance, it enables students 

to appreciate Shakespeare, to aim high and to take pride in their achievements.  

Earlier in the term students went to the Trinity Arts Centre in Bristol to work with 

two professional Producers from the Shakespeare Schools Foundation in a workshop 

designed to improve their performance and understanding of Shakespeare. Students 

were trained by the actors to project their voices, use body language and facial 

expressions appropriate to their character roles and explore the depths of the story, 

themes and subtext of the play.  

Twenty-six students are taking part in the Shakespeare Schools Festival, taking on 

numerous professional roles, performing or backstage, including producing, lighting 

and directing. The culmination of which will be a performance in a professional 

theatre, working alongside industry professionals and other schools also taking part 

in the festival. 

Shakespeare scripts are used – having been especially abridged for the performance 

by the Shakespeare Schools Foundation. Nailsea School will be producing an 

abridged version of  ‘Midsummer Nights Dream’.  

The students are working hard on learning their lines with extra-curricular rehearsals 

organised by Miss Hitchings, taking on board all that the workshops have taught 

them. The festival performance takes place at the Tobacco Factory, on the 19th 

November - and tickets are on sale now, call 0117 902 0344, or visit the Tobacco 

Factory website www.tobaccofactorytheatres.com/whats-on/. Tickets cost: Adult: 

£9.75/ Concessions: £7.75 Special Group Discount rate: £6.50 for 20+ tickets. 

It is hoped that after a successful event there, it will be showcased at Nailsea 

School—watch this space! 

Nailsea School is hugely grateful to the 

BlueSpark Foundation who have enabled 

the funding of this fantastic experience for 

our students and Drama department.  
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Author of The Everest Files Visits  

Author and explorer Matt Dickinson visited the 
school at the end of September. Dickinson 
regaled Year 7 and 8 students as well as More 
Able and Talented Students from years 9 –11 with 
stories regarding the challenges of his Everest 
exploits, including tales of exploding Toffee Crips! 

There was plenty of audience participation—with 
some great Q+A’s coming from the crowd and 
some top advice from Dickinson. The Award-
Winning author has scaled Everest and was 
caught up in the 1996 disaster, his books include 
The Everest Files. He was available to sign copies 
of his books which were being sold in the library 
during the event. 

The visit was very inspiring and sent students 
imaginations running wild. Nailsea School would 
like to thank The Rotary Club and our PTA who 
supported the author visit. 

Better Nailsea,  

Better Community  

Nailsea students actively 

helped promote the Better 

Nailsea community initiative by 

taking part in a litter pick 

around the town. The students 

worked as part of their ASDAN 

course in supporting the event. 

They worked in groups across 

the town centre, clearing 

debris left behind by the 

public. Nailsea Town Council were very impressed with the school’s 

willingness to be involved in the scheme. The Better Nailsea group 

are looking for volunteers to take part in their regular clean-ups. 

Better Nailsea was set up in 2016 to develop a range of initiatives 

to enhance the town of Nailsea including monthly litter picks. 

Contact Nailsea Town Council for further details. 

World Championship  
Kick-Boxing Winner  

A huge well done to Year 7 student 

Alex F-E who has won the world kick 

boxing championships in Venice 

recently.  

Phoenix House and Nailsea School are 

so proud of his achievements.  

Keep it up! Well done Alex. 
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 Mrs Watts was so impressed with the number of volunteers to help at this year’s Open Evening event – you are all stars for 

sticking your hand-up and offering to help, making our school community a great place to be. Thank you! #TeamNailseaStars 

 Mrs Rogers says “huge congratulations to Robbie A (Year 11) who sat his AS Maths exam in the summer and gained a grade A. 

This is a fantastic result, well done Robbie!”.  Robbie you are a Maths Star! 

 Mrs Rogers top ten Hegarty Heroes for term 1 are: Amon S (7y1) Kenzie G (8x2) Florence D (7x3) Harley M (7y2) Sophie T-K (7x1) 

Rhian J (7y1) Jasmine B (10y1) Meg M (11y1) Maddileine C (7y3) Tom L (11y1). You have all made a great start to the school year, 
keep it up! 

 Year 12 and 13 Geography learning mentors: Lizzie G, Kate G, Ross S, George M, Alyssa M, Katherine D,  

 Issy O for volunteering to help in year 7 lessons. You are total stars and ambassadors of #TeamNailsea 

 Year 11 Geographers, Olivia C, Cora B, Evie M, Maisie W are all stars for top marks in their urban futures test. Good effort – well 

done! 

 Year 10, Mrs Thompsons class have the star-factor for making such a great start to GCSE Geography – fab stuff keep it up! 

 Our Year 9 stars are Katie E, Hallam H, Zac L, Jessica S for excellent research of Geography in the news. Brilliant work! 

 Mrs Jones want to thank the School Council for making an impressive start to their tenureship, affecting changes for the benefit 

of students already. You are all stars ! 

 

 

 

NAILSEA SCHOOL STARS   
Celebrating those that have ‘Aspired’ a little bit higher, ‘Believed’ in going the extra mile and ‘Succeeded’ in reaching their goals. If 

there’s someone you think deserves “Nailsea School Stars” recognition, then please do drop us an email with details to 

fdavies@nailseaschool.com  

Key Dates Term 2 

08.11.18 Photo Competition Deadline 

08.11.18 Yr13 Parents Evening 

09.11.18 Nailsea School Remembrance 

12.11.18 Anti-Bullying Week 

15.11.18 Yr9 Parents Evening 

16.11.18 Children in Need 

19.11.18 Shakespeare in Schools Performance 

22.11.18 Sixth Form Open Evening 

13.12.18 Yr8 Parents Evening 

19.12.18 Christmas Dinner  

21.12.18 Last Day of Term 


