Nalilsea School
A

Welcome......

I would like to take this opportunity to say
GOOD LUCK to all those in Years 11, 12
and 13 who are currently in the middle of
exams, and all those in Year 9 who are
waiting for their results. Not that you will
need luck after all the excellent preparation,
planning and study that you have been
doing! | am looking forward to the results
days in August, confident that these are
going to be a very good set of results for
Nailsea students.

Year 11 and Year 13 Celebration Days
were easily the most enjoyable ‘leavers’
days | have experienced, and a real tribute to
the leadership of the year groups by Anne
Chambers, Jon Reddiford and their teams of
tutors. Well done and thank you to all the
students and their tutors. The Balls were
delightful occasions with great atmosphere
and the students obviously had a day to
remember — for all the right reasons. The
Examinations Officer (John Sleigh) and the
invigilators have reported that the first
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Club on Tuesday, and fish and chips
Friday are also very popular. Itis a great
tribute to the catering team that the
standard of catering in this school is how
unrecognisable from what it was. Well
done. Not only has the food improved,
we have improved the environment as
well. | hope that you will continue to
support the catering services and let us
know what we can do to improve —
remember we have to serve ‘healthy’
food and drinks.

Some of the students (and parents) have
asked if we will/can have @ew uniform

to match the new school in 2009/2010. |
am going to suggest that the students
design the new uniform and that we run a
competition to get a fashion show in the
summer of next year. Staff, students,
parents and governors will be asked to
judge the entrants and the uniform
selected from them.  Obviously we
would reserve the right to veto anything

exams have been the smoothest, and thetoo outrageous. This will give a couple

students have shown the best attitude they
have seen. This is probably an indication of
the confidence with which our students are
approaching their exams — which is another
tribute to their teachers.

Our 16+ (6th Form) students have been
complaining about their lack of space, so to
prove that we listen and value their opinion,
I am giving up my office for the students.
Not only me, so are the staffl We have just
got the go ahead to put the ‘old 6th Form
block’ back into commission, so we will turn
it into reception/admin and make the current
office space, staff room and reprographics
room into space for the students to spread
out into. This will have two effects, one is

of years to develop the new and run
down the stock on the old uniform.

Governors have given their approval, so
any budding fashion designers out there,
start thinking. More details to follow

next term.

Scott Davie and Ainsley lerland have

been elected as the new School
Presidents. Congratulations, | have no
doubts that they will be another excellent
pair of leaders for the School Council. |
cannot thank Jess O’Sullivan and, of
course, Matt Charman enough for the
way they have led the School Council
this year and provided me with support
from the student body. This year has

to increase the social and teaching space for also provided the most significant moves

the 16+ students, and the other is to enable
people to find reception (including access
for the disabled). Year 10 students and
parents should note that the 6th Form
Subject Fair will be earlier next year, in

Term 2.

Catering; What a difference eacouple of
weeks make! As many of you know Nailsea
School Catering Services was officially
launched in April when we took over the
catering for ourselves. Since | arrived at the
school | have been determined to do
something about the food and we took the
opportunity this term. | know that the hot
chocolate is still going down well, Curry

on the catering front that have been
achieved, so their presidency has left a
significant legacy for the future.

Best Wishes
Yours sincerely

David New

HEALTHY SCHOOLS

On 18 May Richard Bourton, North
Somerset Healthy Schools Co-ordinator,
came in to school to verify our Healthy
School application. We are delighted to say
that Richard was not only happy to validate
our application, but commented particularly
on our Citizenship/ PSHE/Tutor Monitoring
programme and our new catering
arrangements as areas of outstanding
practice.

This is a great recognition for the school
and we are delighted to continue to be seen
as a healthy school, valuing the emotional
and social well-being of students in
conjunction with their academic
achievements.

Many thanks to all the staff and students
involved in achieving this outstanding
accolade.

Mrs G Kelly, Deputy Headteacher

SPECIALIST STATUS
AMBASSADORS - PHOTO DAY

Specialist Status ICT Ambassadors were
able to get involved in a special project to
help promote the school. Working in pairs

the students from Years 8, 9 and 10 took
photographs of the school in a typical

working day. The students planned the
areas to cover and drew up a schedule to fit
in with lessons and activities. The

photographs taken were then edited to a
professional standard by the students.
These photographs will now be used in
promotional material and on the school

website.




YEAR 11 LEAVERS’ DAY

On Leavers’ Day there was a lot of jollity when tstedents came in at 9.45 am and were given thshiffs and spent a long time
signing them and looking at their Yearbooks. s followed by an assembly in which several ofrtieok part and various awards
were given out. The weather was very kind to ug@svere able to eat our buffet lunch outside aaéterfond farewells. The day was
finished off with the Ball in the evening when theves lots of dancing, with both boys and girls limgkwonderful in their evening

gear. We wish all of them the very best for theifer.

Mrs A Chambers, Head of Year 11

POLITE REMINDERS

Absence Phone Line

Please note that if a student is going to be
absent from school, parents/carers should
ring the school on the absence phone line —
01275 850400.

Mobile Phones

In Years 7-11 we do not allow students to
bring to school mobile phones or
iPOD/MP3 players. There are some
exceptional circumstances however which
require a student to have a mobile phone in
school. Parents are asked to contact the
relevant Head of Year to discuss the matter,
if they feel that this applies to their child. If

a student has a mobile phone or iPOD/MP3
player in school without permission, it will
be confiscated and returned at the end of the
week. The school is unable to take
responsibility for the loss or theft of any
mobile phone or iPOD/MP3 player whilst
carried in school.

Lost Property

We still have a large quantity of unclaimed
property. We do our best to get marked
items back to owners but most of what we
have is unnamed. Lost property is kept in
two vast storage seat areas by the public
pay phone on the first floor of the main
block. We urge students and yourselves to
look through this as soon as possible; the
school will be open during the holiday
period. We will dispose of anything left at
the end of Term 6 (25 July).

School Letters

Copies of all letters sent home can be found
on our school website, and can be printed
off for you to use.

CHARITY EVENT

On Tuesday 22 May in the Year 9
assembly, 4 boys in tutor group 95 had
their heads shaved by Pete Lynch (Head of
Year). They have raised over £500 so far
in sponsorship, and are doing this as part
of tutor group 95's charity week along with
other events. All money raised will go to
Christie’s Hospital (largest cancer hospital
in Europe) and Cancer Research UK.

EXAM INFORMATION

Coursework
Several cases of irregularities with
coursework have been uncovered this year.

Students need to read carefully the
instructions for coursework and all
other information.

There are easy ways to uncover
plagiarisms, and the examination
boards have elaborate systems in place
and detect the use of work which is not
the student's own. One case was
uncovered by the subject teacher just by
typing in part of the text onto ‘Google’,
which revealed that the student’s work
had been taken from a website.

Invigilators

The school has a team of experienced
invigilators who meet on a regular basis
throughout the year to review changes to
the examinations calendar and conditions.
We value the excellent work they do in
providing the best conditions for students
to take important public examinationdn

the examination room the invigilators’
instructions must be followed. This is a
regulation of the Joint Council for
Qualifications which is responsible for the
administration of all public examinations.
Please treat your invigilators with respect
-they are there to help you through the
examinations and have your best interests
at heart.

Mr J Sleigh, Examinations Manager

SCIENCE

Salter’'s Chemistry Festival 2007

Nailsea School was again represented at
the Salter's Chemistry Festival held at
Bristol University Chemistry Department.
A team of four Year 8 students, selected
from the Year 8 Chemistry Club, spent the
day working on Chemistry based
challenges in the brand new undergraduate
laboratories at Bristol University. This was
followed by an exciting and noisy lecture
demonstration. The festival, as well as
being stimulating and challenging, includes
a competitive element. The Nailsea team,
Connor Powers (86), Lucy Hegarty (86),
Luke Ford (82) and Samuel Cernak (82),
really enjoying the whole experience and
achieved a second place on the University
Challenge, winning £50 and several Bristol
University goodies.

21 Century Science

One of the elements of this new GCSE
course is that it gives students a wider
choice of approaches to their Science
studies. Those students who opted last year
to do two Science GCSEs have already
taken one exam module and completed
their coursework component. In June they
will be taking 3 more module exams to
complete their ‘Science’ GCSE and then
moving on to an additional Science GCSE.
Again there is an element of choice in this
and the parents of all double award Science
students should have received a letter
about preferences for next year. Replies are
requested immediately after the holiday so
that the Science Faculty can make
arrangements to be in place by the end of
June.



STUDENT IT TECHNICIANS

Specialist Status Ambassadors have been
recognised for their skills in sharing their
media and ICT knowledge. Interviews were
held to recruit Ambassadors to assist with
Community Classes held in the RTC outside
of school hours. The Ambassadors had to
pass a tough interview panel of Mr New
(Headteacher), Mrs Cosgrove (Director of
Specialist Status) and Ms Jackson (Senior
ICT Technician) before being appointed as a
Student IT Technician. Congratulations to
Ashley Brown (121), Edward Burrell (105),
Abbey Townsend (96) and Jamie Nicholls
(101).

MEDIA ACTIVE

Media Active is a showcase of selected
digital media work produced by Media Arts
Specialist Schools across England.

Nailsea School submitted all of last year's
AS coursework films to a Specialist National
Media Arts Colleges competition and out of
all the schools who entered, Nailsea
students, Chris Richardson (134), with his
film ‘Mamouth Bar’, Ben Gillam (136),
‘Mind Behind the Madness’ and Emily
Mills, ‘Last Woman Standing’ have had
work selected for the showcase and will also
be included on a DVD which will be made
available to schools and colleges. This is a
tremendous achievement for these students
and our Media Arts specialism.

YEAR 7

Year 7 have been enjoying a number of
assemblies, so far put on by 71, 76, 77 and
78. The themes involved have ranged from
encouraging students to "end poverty now",
to a comedy-based reinterpretation of
famous TV programmes. We have also seen
a number of talented dancers. The important
thing about all of these assemblies is that
they were planned and practised by the
students themselves, giving them a chance to
work as a group, take on different roles, and
learn about collaborative working under
pressure. Well done to all who have
performed; getting up on stage and
performing in front of 210 fellow students
and 10 staff is a great achievement!

We are now looking forward to Kilve. Many
thanks to all the parents who have been great
at returning the various forms and slips on
time. This has been really helpful. Last
year's Year 7 really enjoyed their week
away. | trust we all will too.

Mr | Thomas, Head of Year 7

NUMERACY CORNER

After a break of two years from the
event, Nailsea School obtained their best
result ever this year in the UKMT Team
Challenge held at Bristol University on
20 April. The team of four (Hamish
Walker (93), Birgit Ullrich (95),
Samantha Ford (85) and Francesca Crook
(85)) spent many Fridays before the
competition in room 25, munching on
chocolate muffins whilst practising their
number skills and expanding their
mathematical knowledge (isn't this what
living is all about?). Twenty three teams
took part from Bristol and North
Somerset, and after each of the first three
rounds Nailsea were placed in the top
five. The final manic round gave our
team third place behind two teams
sharing first place.

We had organised for a Maths Magician
to put on a show for our Year 7 students
during Numeracy Week, but
unfortunately he had to cancel due to
illness. We have re-booked him to come
in on Friday 13 July.

We had another very successful Maths
Masterclass for the gifted and talented
Year 6s from local primary schools,

which some of our own talented Year 7s
attended as well. Mrs Plaw led a fun and
educational session on algebra magic
which was enjoyed by everyone, and the
students learned lots of tricks to try out
on their friends.

Exam season is upon us! The Year 9s
have finished their SATs and we're sure
that all the hard work they’'ve put in over

the year has paid off. Year 11s, 12s and
13s are revising round the clock (or so
they tell us!).

A reminder to Year 10 students that their
GCSE Module 3 exam is on 27 June, and
students re-taking Module 1 will do so on
18 June. They will need the usual
equipment; pen, pencil, ruler, protractor,
compass and calculator.

We would like to take this opportunity to
wish our Year 11 and 13 students all the
best in whichever path they choose.

The Maths Faculty

LIBRARY

It is pleasing to note that borrowing

figures for the school library for the past
five years show a healthy increase of 10
per cent overall, but, for fiction on its

own, an enormous increase of 34 per
cent.

Some of the reasons for this increase are
likely to be the vital encouragement

shown by parents, the extra time

dedicated to reading in English lessons
and the school’s financial investment in

the library. Congratulations, however, go

primarily to the students whose efforts

will undoubtedly bring them success in

the future.

SPORTS NEWS

On Thursday 10 May, a big event was
planned for local schools by Junior
Netball and Football organisers from
Year 10. It was decided that a Year 3
and 4 football festival would be a good
idea and that the children be mixed up
from their schools. The JFOs used six
different ideas as stations from the
training they received earlier in the
year. The children then moved around
the stations, developing their skills as
they went. After going to all of the
stations the children were mixed again
and had the chance to play small sided
games, refereed by the Year10s.

The Netball Organisers (JNO) had
decided to organise a competitive
event for Year 5 and 6 girls to compete
at, this followed a tournament that
took place last year. The JNOs had
also planned some skill stations for the
children who weren't playing on court.

The event took place at Kingshill
Primary School, who kindly
volunteered the space. First to arrive
was 88 Year 3 and 4 footballers and 7
teams for the netball. The next thing to
arrive was the rain...and lots of it!
There were indoor spaces available if
things got too bad. However, as time
was short and the fact that it wasn't
cold or windy, we persevered. 150
children from local schools had a great
time. The Year 10s were fantastic,
they kept the children engaged and
involved throughout, spreading
enthusiasm in everything they were
doing. It was great to see the Year 10
students being such good leaders.

At the end of the afternoon, there were
lots of smiles. | think every child truly
enjoyed their afternoon, and that the
Year 10 students learned a lot about
adapting activities for the weather and
for the audience they are working
with. It really was a positive afternoon
and one that | thank the students for
wholeheartedly.

Del Shayler, Sports Co-ordinator

Rugby

Congratulations to Gary Carpenter
(113), Alastair O'Connor (115) and
Marcus Tanner (118) who were all
successful at the recent Filton Rugby
Academy Trials. They will join the
rugby squad for pre-season training
ahead of the new term starting in
September when they commence their
courses at Filton College.



YOUNG ENGINEERS KNEX CHALLENGE

Pupils from local Primary Schools took part in the
tional Young Engineers KNEX Challenge. Working
with staff from our Technology Faculty, pupils werk
in pairs to build a buggy.

This is a UK national challenge designed to enageira
imagination, creativity and ingenuity in KS2 pupils
This work prepares them for the types of work thdy

encounter at KS3. The event was eventually won K
Tickenham School who will now go through to an are

S

final at Bath University at the end of May.

Avon AAA Championships

Christina Jones (125) led the way at the
Avon AAA Championships by taking
three under-20 Women'’s titles. In her
favourite event, the Hammer, she threw
37m, then went on to win the Shot with
over 10m and the Javelin with over 27m.
Her efforts were followed by 50 Nailsea
School students who took another eight
titles. Peter Seavill (88) won the 80m
Hurdles, John Attwood (126) remained
unbeaten in the under-20 Triple Jump in
four competitions, whilst newcomer Jake
West (76) won both the Colts High Jump
and Discus with Im 20 and 21m.
Matthew Norton (91) in his first
competition, was also a double winner,
taking the under-15 Boys’ Hammer and
Shot with 20m and 10m 50 respectively,
whilst Adam Gough (113) retained his
High Jump title with 1m 70. Ashley
Campbell (82) took the Triple Jump title
before falling in the Hurdles whilst
leading.

On a rain lashed day some of the best
performances by students were those who
finished second. Lewis Hield (106) led

the 400m to be pipped on the line in a
personal best time of 53.3 and Stan
Portus (91) in the under-15 High Jump

cleared a magnificent 1m 61 in his first

competition.

Despite the weather, the event was well
supported by parents. Thanks should also
go to the remarkable officials, some of
whom were out in the rain for up to 6
hours.

BRISTOL OPERA

This year’s production by Bristol Opera
is The Bartered Bride (16-19 May), and
one of our teachers, Miss J Warren took
the part of the Circus Director (Thursday
17 and Saturday 19). Congratulations to
Miss Warren, it is good to see some of
the many talents our school staff have.

PARENT SUPPORT

Many thanks to those parents and carers
who read our recent letter and filled in
and returned the Parent Support
Questionnaire. Your responses arach
appreciated and make very interesting
reading:

63% of parents who responded
indicated an interest in day time
support.

81% stated a preference for a support
service in school (as opposed to at
home or in the community).

54% indicated an interest in one to one
support, with 31% interested in group
sessions.

40% stated a preference for email
contact (as opposed to face to face or
telephone contact).

The most popular topics of interest/
concern were: building confidence/
self-esteem, effective ways of coping
with stress, anger management and
developing positive communication
skills.

From this feedback, we would like to
offer the following services during Term
6:

booked one to one sessions in school
one morning a week for you to meet
privately with a Parent Support
Adviser to discuss any issues or
concerns relating to your child’s
learning and development

a regular informal coffee morning
where parents and carers can meet
and chat

an evening support group, for those
parents who work or are busy during
the day, which could involve
informal topic-based discussion and
sharing of tips and ideas.

Let us know if you are interested!
Remember,all are welcome— mums,
dads, step-parents, grandparents, other
family carers.

It is our wish to make support to parents as
universal and accessible as possible. Some
of the issues we can help with include:
bullying, homework worries,
arguments/conflicts in the family, school
attendance, teenage behaviour, health
matters, attending school meetings, and
much more.

Parent Focus Meeting

Monday 4™ June—10.00 am 12 noon

The Walton Park Hotel, Clevedon

For anyone interested, the above meeting
is being held to give to parents and carers
an opportunity to discuss how the Parent
Support Advisor service can benefit and
support you, and to further gain ideas
about what you ideally need/would like
from us. We would particularly like to
hear from those of you who have children
transferring to secondary school in the
Autumn, as secondary transition will be a
particular area of focus for our service.
Contact Karen Clark to discuss — transport
may be available, if needed.

Telephone us direct on 01275 850424 or
email psadvisor@nailsea.n-
somerset.sch.uk Alternatively, you can
contact the main school switchboard
and ask for extension 305.

Karen Clark,
Parent Support
Advisor



