Nailsea School

Welcome

Welcome to the Christmas edition of the
newsletter. This has been a busy term
with many very good events happening.

Our Sixth Formers represented young
people in England at a London
conference on Young People’s Voice,
and have made an excellent contribution
to the views of ministers and
educationalists about how young people
should be consulted.

The BSF continues to develop to
programme, and the innovative designs
from our two contractors are being
considered in detail in order to
determine which one can best deliver
the educational transformation we seek.
In school we are developing the
curriculum in order to make the changes
now that the new building will help to
deliver in terms of motivation,
engagement and enjoyment. On Friday
7" December the Evaluation Panel met
to decide on which contractor should
proceed to the next stage. However, we
have deferred the decision until January
to give more time for certain
clarifications that were required.

‘Alice in Wonderland’” was a
spectacular success with a large cast anc
many more students and staff involved
behind the scenes. The Winter Concert
gave another opportunity for students to
demonstrate their exceptional talents
entertaining parents, staff and their
peers.

The Media Showcase, which was held
at the Curzon Cinema, showed the
talents of students in five North
Somerset secondary schools and it was
no surprise that Nailsea students took
most of the prizes again this year,
despite a noticeable improvement in the
quality of the competition by other
schools. James Dalby produced
exceptional film and still image for the
winning film.

On Citizenship Day we were visited by
a representative from the QCA
(Qualifications and Curriculum
Authority), because the school’'s
delivery of citizenship has been
nationally recognised as extremely good
quality, particularly in terms of the
personal development of the students.
The report confirmed that the
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programme provided equally good
accessibility and development for the
students of all ability within the
school.

In the Woodspring Debating
Competition our Sixth Form students
did exceptionally well to get to the
final, and were only just beaten into
second place by an exceptional team
from Chew Valley School. The
quality of debate and argument
presented by the students was
excellent.

Congratulations to Year 11 for

working so hard towards their mock
exams this year, and we look forward
to getting their results shortly. Years
12 and 13 will spend their holidays

revising (no doubt), but we hope

everyone has a very good holiday, a
Merry Christmas and happy New
Year.

Best Wishes

Yours sincerely

David New

TALENTED LINGUISTS

Congratulations to a number of 'early
entry' Modern Language students
who achieved some fantastic results
in last summer’s exams.

Alexandra Knight, Samuel Knight

and Lukas Hank took A/S German
and all achieved a very impressive A
grade - well done!

Nicola Francis achieved A* in
French GCSE - again, many
congratulations.  Thanks to Mrs
Muench for her hard work and extra
time with A Level German

EXAMINATION NEWS

Please note that full timetables are
available on the school website for
January and the Summer examinations.

Results Days

January results - 6th March
Summer results -

A Levels: 14th August
GCSEs: 21st August

Examination Certificates
| receive many requests for
replacement certificates for students
who left Nailsea as many as 20 years
ago! We are advised to keep
certificates for up to 2 years and then to
shred them. If you know anyone who
has not claimed certificates over the
last few years, please ask them to
contact the Examination Office before
the end of February 2008. One ex-
student recently had real problems with
US Immigration Services when trying
to work in the USA, as he had no
official record of his examination
qualifications.

Mr J Sleigh - Exams Officer

WINTER CONCERT

A wet and windy December evening
proved no obstruction to an evening of
pure delight! Yet again the music
students of Nailsea School excelled
themselves by entertaining a full and
enthusiastic audience with displays of
musical excellence on an extraordinary
range of instruments and voices. As
well as superb performances on
traditional orchestral instruments,
parents and friends were also given
virtuosic performances on the likes of
the Ukulele, vibraphone and an ‘lkea
Wardrobe’. You had to be there to
believe it!

students.




SCHOOL MEDIA SHOWCASE

The fourth annual school Medig|
Showcase was held on Thursday"1§
October. Sixth Form Media Studies
students exhibited films and print
media work, and they were joined thig
year by A Level Photography studentq.
As usual, professional judges wer
invited to the event to evaluate th
students work and to award prizes.

were lucky to have professiona
photographers, film producers an
graphic designers present to cast |a

D

critical eye over our students’ work
The event was sponsored by AT
Computers, Nailsea School's Apple
computer suppliers, who kindly
donated iPods as first prizes in each
category. The event was slightly
different this year as we were
brilliantly catered for by Madelein

Cornelissen and some very courteous
and skilful Food Technology and
Catering students. This added a real
Oscars feel to the event and the
capacity audience seemed to really
enjoy the atmosphere. Becky Hall, our
Art Technician, produced fantastic
displays of print media and
photography and David Collins, our
Media Teaching Assistant once again
produced a flawless and highly
professional show of students' films.

First prizes were awarded to Chris
Jones for his film ‘Hitting The

Jackpot’, to Megan Baldwin for her
photographic study called ‘Cubist
Guitar’ and to Amy Terrell for her print
advertising campaign for Apple iPod
and iTunes.

NORTH SOMERSET
SCHOOLS' MEDIA
SHOWCASE

Successful competitors in the School
Media Showcase go forward each year
to this event held at The Curzon
Cinema, Clevedon and now in its third
year. Here Nailsea students compete in
print and film categories with students
from Backwell, Clevedon, Gordano
and Churchill Schools. Judges included
Richard Coulter of The Evening Post
and our own Andy Congdon, as well as
George Inger, a BBC Film Producer. It
is always great for our students to see
their work exhibited in a public space
and Nailsea was, as usual, among the
prizes. James Dalby came first for his
excellent documentary ‘Parkour’ which
was described as ‘broadcast quality’ by
the judges. Rob Radford was awarded a
second prize for his film poster
‘Betrayed’ and James Dalby also won
the audience prize for best film. The
event was again sponsored by Nailsea
School's Apple Mac supplier AT
Computers, who kindly donated first

Media Showcase Prize-winners

prizes of video nano iPods in both
categories. Other prizes included high
street vouchers and cinema tickets,
and were donated by Nailsea School
and the Curzon. An audience of
approximately 250 people attended,
and huge credit must go to Nailsea
School for once again organising this
very popular community event.

Mr Clayton-Jones
BOYS SPORTS NEWS

Rugby
Year 7 beat Gordano 25-0 and were
runners-up in the North Somerset
Rugby Tournament.
Year 8 team won against Gordano
52-0, but lost against Priory (15-7)
and Backwell (30-5). Overall the
team came '8 in the North
Somerset Rugby Tournament
Year 11 team won against Cotham
(30-5) and Wellsway (42-12), but
lost against Ralph Allen (50-0)

Football
Year 7 students Liam Lester,
Mason Winter, Joshua Ramella,
Harry lles and Joshua Lowe Snook
have all been selected to represent
North Somerset.
Year 8 teams won against both
Broadoak (5-1) and Worle (also 5-
1)
Year 9 team lost their match against
Wellsway School (3-1), and the
Year 10 team won 6-5 against
Millfield
Year 11 won their match against
Beecham CIiff 7-2.

Cross Country Area

Champlonshlp
Year 7 made up of Liam Lester,
Harry lles, William Pritchard,
James Seager, Mason Winter and
Robert Attwood came"2in North
Somerset. Liam Lester wa$®dn
the event.

Years 8 and 9 team including Adam
James, Ashley Campbell, Jason
Cox, Lewis Trump, Daniel Bagnall
and Josh Summers camé' In
North Somerset. Adam James
achieving & place.

Years 10 and 11 team - Joshua
Bagnall, Peter Edwards, Matthew
Rowcliffe, Jack Downey, Benjamin
Pratt and Christopher Gale
achieved 1' place in North
Somerset. Rob Whitham camé& 1
in the 8" Form Competition.

GIRLS SPORTS NEWS

Participation to sports clubs, both

during and after school, has increased
yet again for the second term running.
Well done! Coaching courses have
been running, and following the

success of Year 10 passing the JNO
and JFO courses, a well organised
tournament was run. Nailsea again

hosted football and netball
competitions for primary students.
Netball

To celebrate and educate our budding
netballers, Miss Young organised a
trip to watch the National League
Team play, Team Bath against
Hurricanes. During a recent friendly
fixture against Sidcot, Year 7 and Year
8 A and B teams achieved three wins
and a draw. The Year 7 team are
progressing well, and have started
getting into the game with positions
becoming clear.

On 22“ November Nailsea hosted the
Year 8 District Netball Tournament.
A record 19 teams entered and
competition was fierce. The standard
of play was superb with matches
closely fought. Both Nailsea teams
progressed through to the semi-finals.
Unfortunately the B-team lost on a
golden goal in extra time. The A-team
proceeded through to the final where
they faced Backwell. Both teams were



extremely competitive and
played some outstanding netball,
Backwell were the eventual
winners.

This season has seen the Year 8
netball teams go from strength to
strength, and | am in the enviable
position where | have over 14
students who could all play in
what is classed as an ‘A-team’. |
am really impressed with their
commitment and achievements
this season. | would suggest they
should be looking to join a
ladies’ netball team to develop
after Christmas as we now head
into the hockey season.
Celebration Lunch is on ¥4
December. Well done!

On 27 November Year 9
Netball squad played in their
annual tournament, and after a
mixture of wins and draws, they
worked well together throughout
the day, earning tier position of
5™ across the district. Well done
to all, and player of the match
was Sophie Goodwin.

Badminton

Years 10 and 11 Badminton team
took part in a tournament on 30
November. The Girls and Boys
team finished % overall. Well
done to all and the Badminton
Club will continue after
Christmas. Year 9 Badminton are
now the new District Champions!
Sophie Viner, Natasha Walters,
Sophie Higgins, Phillippa
Hawker and Kirsty Dodwell
played extremely well, and even
surprised themselves by winning
all 15 of the games that they
played. They came home with
gold medals and will go on to
represent Avon in the next round
of the tournament which will be
in the New Year. All the girls
took part in the doubles and
SophieViner and Natasha
Walters also took part in some
epic singles matches. Well done
girls - bring on the practice for
the next round!

Cross Country

Inter-House competition was
highly competitive this year with
very close finishes, and the top
ten scores counted to calculate
the final scores. In Year 7 Griffin
house came first, with Dragon
runners-up. In Year 8 Griffin
came first ¥ again followed
closely by Dragon. In Year 9
Phoenix came °*{ runners-up
Griffin. In Year 10 in joint i
place Griffin and Phoenix were
closely followed by Unicorn.

During cross country at Blaise Castle
all the students ran well, and girls that
proved their pace and got through into
the next round are Hayley Burston,
Jenni Gilbert and Evie Dickinson.

Hockey

on 20" November Year 11 hockey

squad went to Priory for their annual
district tournament. Although in wet

conditions it did not affect their team

spirit, and the girls played their best
hockey all season. Due to weather
restrictions it was 7 aside. We played
well but unfortunately were knocked

out before the semi-finals. Well-done
to the team - a wet but fun afternoon
was had by all.

In the district tournament Year 10
fought hard and worked well as a
team, earning a well deserved position
in the final. The final game was so
close it had to go to extra time and
Backwell managed to pip a goal past
our team in the last minute. A proud
day for all Year 10 and a fantastic
result finishing second across the
Somerset district. Well done to all the
squad, the player of the match was
Caroline Savage.

NUMERACY CORNER

This has been an important term for
Year 10 who sat their first GCSE

exam at the beginning of November. It
was encouraging to see students
turning up at lunchtimes for extra

revision, and we look forward to

seeing the results of all their hard
work in January.

We have ended this term with another
successful Numeracy Week. Students
have been doing activities in other

lessons to focus on the mathematical
skills they use across the curriculum,
not just in their maths classes. There
have also been games, competitions
and model-making every lunchtime

for the students (and staff) to enjoy.

Forty-two gifted Year 6
mathematicians from our local
primary schools joined some of our
own Year 7 stars on"6December for
a Masterclass. They all enjoyed a
mathematical ‘Crystal Maze’ where

SCIENCE

The Science Department are able to
offer KS4 revision books for sale at
a reduced cost. Year 10 Double
Award Revision Books cover units
1, 2 and 3 and cost £5.00. Unit 1
exam will be taken on Tuesday™5
January. Year 11 Double Award
Additional Science covers units 4, 5
and 6 and costs £5.00. Unit 4 exam
will be sat on Wednesday "3
January. Years 10 and 11 students
following the Triple Science course
have exams only in the summer, and
three separate revision books;
covering Biology, Chemistry and
Physics will be available shortly
after Christmas. The books cover
units 1 to 7 and will cost £4.00.

Students can purchase any of the
books from their Science teacher.

Mr Chalmers

‘ART FOR THE FUTURE’
EXHIBITION

Nailsea artists won two out of three
available prizes at this year’s ‘Art for
the Future’ exhibition, which
features the best art from North
Somerset secondary schools. Lara
Leith’s stunning image of ivy frozen
in ice won the Photograph Cup, and
Katherine Voysey and Samantha
Longstaff won a much deserved 3D
Cup for their mixed-media sculpture
of a Dodo (see picture below).

The aforementioned artists, together
with dignitaries from North
Somerset, parents and teachers, all
enjoyed an evening viewing of the
work at the North Somerset
Museum, Weston-super-Mare.
There was much praise for all the
artists, and everyone agreed that the
standard of work this year was
particularly diverse and refined.
Congratulations go to our three
successful artists, who represented
the creative endeavours of Nailsea
School so well. Anyone wishing to
view the exhibition can see it at the
Museum until 12th January.

R Davies

they had to stretch their brains andg
solve some very challenging puzzles.
Well done to all of them.

Just a reminder that we have GCS
Revision CDs in stock at both Higher
and Foundation level, for only £3

each. Students also have the login and

the password for the mymaths websit
if they need extra help at home with
their maths.

D




ALICE IN WONDERLAND

Another year and the end of another school play! As
look back fondly on the blood, sweat and tearshef| t
rehearsal process, | remember when it all startgd |w
the auditions in September and the difficultiesa¢ed
trying to find parts for all of the talented stutiemvho
auditioned. It can't be the dilemma of too many
directors that there is too much talent and notugh¢
parts in the play. Following call backs and somefing
up of the smaller parts, the play was finally casd it
was time for the real work. Rehearsals startedinest,

Opening night arrived and all my fears that we were

never going to be ready vanished. The cast werersugnd behaved with a professionalism that bétiett years. The stage
managers, Zoe Parker and Amy Petrie, and theistasss were so efficient that | felt redundant bsiEige, and so on the
second night | took my place in the audience.

As the music started and the lights went up, | edhibpprehensively. Would it be as good as lasttpigmeed not have
worried. From the moment that Alice’s Big Sistebidail Tallamy, stepped through the curtains | wasisported with the
rest of the audience to a magical world where angthould happen and frequently did.

Charlotte Miller was outstanding as Alice encapsuadpher innocence, confusion and annoyance wigmtinsensical events
around her from the moment she followed The Whiabl#t, a believable Michael Guthrie who twitchedl axcampered his
way through the play, down the rabbit hole. We stigklice’s confusion and laughed at her clumsynapiis to befriend The
Mouse with the Long Tail, an exquisite Meg Petard the other animals who came in to shelter fioerain. Her journey
was aided by the ever present Frog and Fish FogtRelmecca Evans-Flowers and Mary Hunt, who ovetkavevents and
helped and hindered Alice as the mood took them.

There were superb performances from Cian JarvesMarch Hare, and Ryan Daly, the Mad Hatter, whought their

unique blend of madness to the Tea Party, teakatphg suffering Dormouse, an adorable performdwydélise Cockerton.
Accompanied by the long suffering King of Heartsarh Barter, the Queen of Hearts, Kerry Westgates waitably

frightening as she roared, “Off with their headisi"a voice that shook at least the first few rofganwhile, the Knave of
Hearts, Jacob Asghar, pulled at the audience’d Be@rgs as he tried in vain to get rid of the aémng tarts.

Other notable performances included The DuchessanRbn Thomas, and the Cook,

Megan Parker, who provided a fierce double actyvel as the vague Mock Turtle, Archie
Gunning, and the wise Gryphon, Will Dowling. Lasttlby no means least the Gardeners,
Sophie Cottle, Sophie Weaver and Abby Bolton, piedi plenty of laughter with their
comic performance as they attempted to paint teesroed.

A special mention must go to all those people whaalenthe play a success including any
members of the cast | haven't mentioned so faroldi¢larris and the other musicians did a
brilliant job as did Simon Britnell and his team lgfhting technicians led by Ash Brown
and Ed Burrell. Finally, | must thank Julie Baldwisshleigh Pomphrey and Zoe Gale for
the fantastic makeup and Tess Atkins and FreysoGasthe fabulous costumes.

The play was an amazing success and | am realkiigdorward to next year, although

there is still the Sixth Form Play to come in thensner.
Mrs Kocziban

YEAR 9 STUDENTS ‘WOW’ SACRE
In October, six Year 9 students; Marisa Bohin, AlasRamella, Sadie Cannard, Mackenzie McCormick € Alex and
Sophie Goodwin (94) participated in a presentatiofifont of members of the North Somerset SACREetbgr with various
school governors and council members. They werbetdhe ‘students’ in a demonstration of a ‘modeE Rsson. Their
behaviour and the responses they gave to quedtimmsthe floor showed an incredible maturity andeleof understanding
which impressed all of those present. Their impaad such that the adults continued to talk abarit &fforts for over half an
hour after we had left to return to school. All situdents proved to be great ambassadors for ldaisbool and received
letters of thanks from the SACRE for their partatipn in the event.

Mr Farrell



PEER DRUG EDUCATORS:
2007 — 2008

29" November saw 13 student
volunteers (pictured above) from
Years 9 and 10 undergo training at
Gordano School to become this year’s
Peer Drug Educators. The project is in
its 9" successful year at Nailsea
School and after further in-house
training, the Peer Drug Educators will
give Drug Awareness lessons and
presentations to all students in Years
7, 8 and 9. The project, coordinated in
Nailsea by Dilly Taylor, also involves
the Peer Educators running Drug
Awareness workshops for all Year 6
students in the catchment area during
the Spring and Summer terms.

RICS SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT
COMPETITION

A group of Year 12 students were
chosen to represent the school at the
RICS Sustainable Development
competition held at the University of
the West of England, Bristol. The
eight students who took part were
involved in a day long decision
making exercise utilising their
Geographical knowledge in order to
redesign a part of the Broadmead re-
development Scheme.

The competition involved the students
acting as members of the building

industry. We entered two teams of
four and the students adopted the roles
of Chartered Surveyors, Architects,

Urban Designers and Financial

Controllers in order to assess the
feasibility of their ideas for the site.

The overall aim of the competition

was to present the judges (who
themselves were professional
members of the RICS) with a

sustainable development plan for the
designated site. The results of the
students’ work in the competition are

displayed in HU2.

Both teams’ final presentations were
excellent and their efforts were highly
regarded by the judges. The day
provided the students not only with an
opportunity to present their

understanding of sustainable
development in a practical form, but
also to gain an insight into career
opportunities in the built environment.
Many thanks to all those involved.

Miss Llewellyn
6™ FORM DRAGONS

The staff Conference Room was
turned into a “Dragons Den” on"6
December. Year 10 Business Studies
students split into 5 groups to design a
product, consider marketing and target
audience and then present their
proposal to the ' Form Business
Studies group.

The Y13 Dragons took their role

seriously as an ominous panel of
potential investors. The Year 10s had
the difficult task of presenting their

idea to the older students, and trying
to convince the Dragons to part with
their monopoly money.

The first group came up with a
children’s toothpaste that glowed.
The group had researched other
toothpaste companies to test the
competition and estimated a
reasonable profit of £90,000. The
Dragons were longing to criticise, and
some hard questioning about sales
figures began before they offered
some advice on copyright.

The second group designed a mobile
toaster running from batteries. The
Dragons queried the group on rrp and
profit return and the Year 10s
followed this up with some
negotiation on the share of the profits.

Group three put forward a state of the
art combined TV and PS3. They had
considered incentive marketing,
manufacturing costs and estimated
projected profits. The Dragons

advised the Year 10s on price per unit
and how to work out long term profits.

Despite some hard questioning, all 6
Dragons decided this was worth
investment.

Group four set themselves up as an
established golf equipment company
wanting to expand their line with neon
golf balls. They had optimistically
predicted profit in the millions to
which the Dragons asked why they
would need any funding. The Year
10s quickly replied that although their
existing manufacturing was based in
China, they needed funding to set up
facilities in this country.  Three
Dragons felt this was worth the risk.

Finally Group five presented Curtain
Magic, a remote control curtain rail

aimed at care homes and private
hospitals. They had prepared
information on material, durability,

finish, production, profit, machinery,

manufacturing, advertising, pre-sale
research, future development,
environmental impact, turnover and
demographic. Despite this Year 13
still managed to suggest some
improvements and advised looking at
the pricing to increase the margins.
By this time the Dragons had begun to
negotiate their own profit margins and
added conditions to their investments.
An excellent presentation received 5
investment offers.

Year 10s have only been learning the
subject since September, and managed
to display a confident knowledge of
terminology and the areas that need to
be considered when creating a new
product. Despite some nervous
laughter and hesitation all 5 groups
worked as a team in their preparation
and presentation and gave the Dragons
a good run for their money.

Year 10 Business Studies students presenting
their ideas to the 6th Form



CHANGES TO OUR
REPORTING SYSTEM

We think that the provision of high
quality information about the
capabilities, progress and needs of
students as individual learners is
fundamental to good education. To
that end, over the last two or three
years we have reformed our reporting
system in order to improve the
breadth, depth and use of information
on the reports. Recent reports also
suggest more specific targets for
students to work on, while the
appearance and accuracy of these
important documents has also been
improved, we think. We moved to an
electronic system to make better use
of the data on reports (both “interim”
and “full”) in monitoring student
progress; we feel confident that these
developments are a significant
improvement over the hand-written
slips of a few years ago and if you
remember those earlier reports, we
hope you agree.

It was with some disappointment,
therefore, that we learned last summer
that the report system software and
support to which we had subscribed
was being withdrawn by the company
who produced it as not being
commercial. The company concerned
have been very helpful to us and they
were concerned to give us fair notice
but the fact remained that this
software would not be available to
schools beyond Christmas, 2007. We
were determined not to lose the
ground we had gained in this area and
so, we wondered, what should we do?
Fortunately, there was a range of
software on the market which
produced similar results, even if the
methods and systems they used
worked in rather different ways. We
were able, therefore, to select a
product which offered us the same
advantages (and some more) as the
system we had been using, though not
without considerable administrative
and technical work going on behind
the scenes. And that is why I'm
writing to you now, on the brink of
using our new system for the first time
to produce a set of Year 11 reports for
issue to parents in early February.
Will it work as it should?

We have done as much as possible to
ensure that the new reports will
continue to be informative, accurate
and visually attractive. The data will
be used in much the same way to
inform students and parents of
progress towards target levels or
grades, as well as in the conversations
between students and teachers in

school. Records will be stored
confidentially on our database and as
students travel through the school
their “learning profiles” will grow
with them. If all goes well, students
and parents should notice very little
difference. My fear is, though, that we
could still encounter “glitches” despite
our efforts so far.

Let's hope not, and may | assure you
that this major change behind the
scenes has been managed very
carefully. | just want to tell you about

the change in case of snags which
might embarrass us, though we will,

of course, provide you with subject

and tutor reports on (or close to)

schedule, come what may. If I'm a

little nervous at the moment, | am

confident that by the end of this

academic year the new system will

have become a familiar friend!

Mr S Forbes (Assistant Headteacher)

GIFTED AND TALENTED
PROGRAMME - CAN YOU
HELP?

Further to my article in the last
newsletter, please may we ask you to
contact the school if you are a parent
or member of the community reading
this who feels that you may be able to
contribute to our programme of extra-
curricular activities for our brightest
students?

We are looking for people who can
run a talk, demonstration or workshop
on any issue that might stimulate our
students, broaden their horizons,
develop their curiosity and so on. You
might offer a “one-off” event or more,

if that suited you. Do you have

professional expertise that could
interest our students (medical,
engineering, scientific, musical,

artistic, commercial...), or do you
have an interesting pastime that might
inspire others? Are you a weatherman,
astronaut, museum keeper, journalist,
businessperson... who could inspire a
group of young people or interest
them for 30 minutes or longer?

Many thanks to those of you who have
expressed an interest and to those who
have already helped us via various
subject groups in the school. Further
contacts should be emailed to me
(sforbes@nailsea.n-somerset.sch.uk
or any member of our Gifted and
Talented Working Group, details and
email addresses on our school
website, following the links to Gifted
and Talented via the “Support and
Guidance” tab.

Mr S Forbes (Assistant Headteacher)

CASHLESS PAYMENTS FOR
SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

We are delighted to inform you that
the school is in discussions with
ParentPay in regards to supplying us
with a system that allows
parents/carers to use the internet to
make payments to school as opposed
to cash and cheques. The ability to
pay by cash or cheque will remain and
the new system will sit alongside it.

Using a secure website available 24
hours a day 7 days a week and your
own unique login, you will be able to
pay for a range of items such as
educational trips and visits, music
lessons, after school clubs, bus passes
and lots more using a credit or debit
card. The ability to pay for school
meals will also be introduced later in
the year once we have our new
cashless catering system installed.
This means students will no longer
have to worry about carrying
cash/cheques to school and
parents/carers will have greater vision
on how their child spends their dinner
money.

ParentPay will benefit the school and
its students in many ways, not least of
which is the reduction in the amount
of cash and cheques handled and the
security issues related to that both in
school and on the way to and from
school. Administration tasks
associated with handling money and
cheques will be reduced, thereby
creating more time to lend to
educational support and the smooth
running of the school. We encourage
as many parents/carers as possible to
use ParentPay, and hope that you will
support us in taking this important
step towards creating a ‘cashless
school'. We are sure you will find
ParentPay a more secure, convenient
and reliable option for both you and
your child.

Once the system is introduced we will
be sending you a letter containing
your username and password, along
with some more information. You will
then be able to start using ParentPay
immediately. In the meantime, if you
want to see more you can go to
www.parentpay.com

NEWS FROM THE PARENT
SUPPORT TEAM

It has been a busy time for Karen and
Debra of the Parent Support Team.
Between us, we have supported
approximately 40 families since
September, with issues ranging from
no PE kit to support with anxious



children and meetings in school. It
has been a real pleasure to develop
good relationships between school and
home, and our flexibility has enabled
us to work from the end of a telephone
line to meeting with families at home
(or indeed in local cafes, if
preferred!).

This term, we organised an
‘Information Carousel’ with
refreshments, at the Year 7 ‘Settling
In" Evening on November. This
was a resounding success, with
parents and carers who had attended
to meet their child’s tutor also having
the opportunity to meet the School
Nurse, youth workers from Nailsea
Youth House, staff from Supportive
Parents, Community and Family
Learning and the Children’s
Information Service etc. Many
reported back that it had been a very
useful, enjoyable and informative
evening.

We have also enjoyed delivering two
‘Talkabout’ evenings this term:
‘Homework and Study Skills’ for_all
parents on 17 October_andDealing
with Bullying and Keeping Safe’ for
Year 7 parents on f2November. We
hope that those who came have found
them useful. Please spread the word
and maybe next time bring a friend or
partner. For those parents or carers
who are unable to attend evening
events, please note that we are happy
to repeat these sessions during the day
— please contact us if you are
interested.

Our ‘Nip In and Natter’ Sessions at
Scotch Horn have been very quiet this
term, with some feedback from
parents that mornings may not be the
best time for them. We will therefore
trial a couple ofafternoonsessions in
the New Year, again at Scotch Horn
Leisure Centre, between 1.30 and 3.00
pm. The dates will be: Monday"7
January and Monday"4ebruary. Do
feel free to pop in any time during that
period -refreshments provided

This term, Karen has also been
helping to run a group with North

Somerset Against Domestic Abuse in
Weston-super-Mare, for mothers
affected by domestic abuse, looking at
the effects of domestic abuse on
children. Karen is also now a fully

trained practitioner in ‘Teen Triple P’

— a Positive Parenting Programme, a
course which we are hoping to run
later in the school year. Watch this
space for further details and please
contact us if you are interested in
attending. Debra has been further
developing her skills in working with

multi professional agencies, as we

work together in supporting children
with special needs. She has also been
asked to speak at a Supportive Parents
meeting (for parents of children with
special needs) in April about the
Parent Support Project.

Next term we are planning a

‘Talkabout’ evening on Internet

Safety, in conjunction with Nailsea

Police, which is an event for_all

parents and carers of students at
Nailsea School, and will also include

invitations to parents of Year 6 pupils
from local feeder primary schools.

Further details in the New Year — do
come along and gain some really
valuable information and support us
please. A reminder about our One-to
One ‘Quick Chat’ sessions for parents
and carers on Friday mornings
between 9.00 and 11.00 am. If you
would like a one to one session in
private, please feel free to drop in at
reception and ask for one of us or give
us aring on 01275 850424.

It remains for us to wish you all a
happy, harmonious and stress-free
Christmas. We look forward to
meeting more of you in the New Year.

POLITE REMINDERS

Absence Phone Line

Please note that if a student is going to
be absent from school, parents/carers
should ring the school on the absence
phone line — 01275 850400.

Lunch Passes

If you are happy for your child to go
home at lunchtime, a lunchtime pass
will be provided. Please remember
that the pass entitles your child to
leave the school and go home for the
whole lunchtime, returning for
afternoon registration at 1.55 pm. It
does not give him/her permission to
shop in the precinct or to walk around
the local area! Thank you for your
support.

Mobile Phones

In Years 7-11 we do not allow

students to bring to school mobile
phones or iPod/ MP3 players. There
are some exceptional circumstances
which may require a student to have a
mobile phone in school. Parents are
asked to contact the relevant Head of
House to discuss the matter, if they
feel that this applies to their child.

School Uniform

We therefore expect students to
appear smart and wear their school
uniform appropriately.

Lost Property

We still have a large quantity of
unclaimed property. We do our best
to get marked items back to owners
but most of the property is unnamed.
Lost property is kept in reception.
Due to the large amount of
unclaimed lost property, all
unnamed clothing will be kept for
one week before being disposed of.
If your child has lost any items, they
may come to reception to reclaim it.

Safety on the School Drive

Please daot drive into the school to
drop children off unless they are
disabled or injured. The school drive
and roundabout ameot safe places for
children (or adults) when there are
cars circulating at our busy times of
the day - first thing in the morning and
at 3.00 pm. We have tried to make
this clear in newsletters and messages
in the past, but without success.

The best place to drop off children in
the morning is in the town centre car
park, to avoid congestion on the rods
around the school. it is only a very
short walk into school from there

(even in the rain). If we continue to

get unnecessary traffic in the school
grounds, we will involve the police as

we regard this as a significant health
and safety issue. Thank you for your
co-operation.

Emergency Contact Details

Could we please remind parents/carers
of the importance of making sure that
the school have the correct contact
details for studentsat all times.
These include changes of mobile
number, home address, work numbers,
and parent/carer holidays - where the
student may be staying at a different
address or students changing
residence from one parent to another
on a permanent or short term basis.

It is also important that we have
adequate alternative contact numbers
for other relatives/family friends who
would be able to collect a student in
the event that we are unable to contact
a parent/carer, and that these people
are aware of this responsibility and
that they keep you up to date with any
changes to their contact details
accordingly.

If you wish to alter the contact
information for a student on either a
permanent or temporary basis, the
details should be sent, in writing,
direct to the school office marked for
the attention of Mrs D Williams,

SIMS Administrator.



First Aid
The school has a fully qualified First Aider, nbetNorth Somerset school nurse who is now bas@dwsér House Medical
Centre and covers all the schools in the area.

The first aid room is for students who fall ill mjure themselves whilst on the premises duringcivgrse of the school day.
Students with pre-existing injuries/symptoms sundi outside school hours should seek the advidbedf family GP as

normal. For students with ongoing medical coondti the relevant forms need to be completed ardlihdlrst aid, together

with any medication, in order that we may deal veitly situations arising in an appropriate manner.

If you require any further information or have amyeries concerning the above, please do not hegsitatontact the First
Aiders via the School Office. Thank you.

STAMPS

A big thank you to all of the parents, staff anddeints who saved their postage stamps for the kgpvlission. The money
raised from the sale of these stamps is used &obtiilding of hospitals and the medicine to cuprdey. The stamps are very
much appreciated. With Christmas on its way @eazs) you remember this worthy cause, and savesgamps, please leave
about 5¢cm around the stamp when it is cut frometheslope. Please bring the stamps to receptiorte @gain many thanks.

Cathy Dyer
NEW MENU FOR 2008
A special Christmas wish to all our customers. fkwou for your support in our first year. Hopeste you all in 2008.

The Catering Team

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Baked Salmon
Fish Crumble

Lancashire Hotpot

Indian

Chicken Tikka
Chicken Korma
Beef Balti
Vegetable Balti

Roast Beef
Vegetable Loaf

Roast Potatoes
Roast Parsnips

Chicken Marengo
Quorn Casserole

Parsley Potatoes
Potato Wedges

Deep Fried Fish and
Chips

Vegetable Bake

Broccoli Mixed Vegetables Cabbage Peas

Carrots Boiled Rice New Potatoes Mixed Vegetables | New Potatoes

New Potatoes Poppadom Gravy Cauliflower

Fish in Parsley Chinese Roast Gammon Spaghetti Bolognese| Deep Fried Fish and

Sauce
Tuscan Lamb

Roasted Vegetable

Pasta Bean Bake

Lemon Chicken
Beef in Black Bean
Sauce

5S/S Vegetables
Savoury Rice
Broccoli

Sugar Snap Peas

Vegetable Risotto

Baked Potato
Boulangére Pots

Cauliflower Cheese
Sauce

Ratatouille

Herby Bread
Salad

New Potatoes
Sweetcorn

Chips
Macaroni Cheese

Peas
New Potatoes

Fish Italienne
Home Made Pastie

Mashed Potato
Green Beans

Mexican

5Chilli Con Carne
Vegetable Chilli
Chicken Enchiladas

Roast Chicken
Vegetable Frittata
Roast Potatoes
New Potatoes
Mashed Carrot and

Brunch Bacon

Sausage, Beans and
Mushrooms

Scrambled Egg
Bubble and Squeak

Deep Fried Fish and
Chips
Bean Bake

Peas

Carrots Mixed Rice Swede Scallop Potato New Potatoes
Onion Gravy Mixed Beans Peas Tomatoes

Gravy
Tuna Fish Cakes |American Roast Pork with BBQ Chicken Deep Fried Fish and

Lasagne

Mixed Salad
Garlic Bread
Peas
Coleslaw

Beef Burger
Veggie Burger
Spicy Chicken
Sweetcorn
Courgette
Salad

Stuffing
Vegetable Omelette

Roast Potatoes
New Potatoes
Baked Carrots and
Parsnips

Spicy Bean Crépes
Pasta

Stuffed Jackets
Sweetcorn
Courgettes

Chips
Leek and Potato
Mornay

Peas
New Potatoes




