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Welcome......

A huge thank you to all the parents who
turned out on 8 November for the Building
Schools for the Future information
consultation evening. The information
gathered at that meeting is helping us to
build our vision of what learning could and
should be like in the 21Century. To all
those who volunteered for the DQI [design
quality indicator] process, we will be
confirming a date for the initial consultation
in January as soon as our facilitator has been
appointed. In early February we will be
holding a conference with the architects
when we will develop the vision for learning
to a stage that they can use to design a
physical environment. That should lead us
to having some designs to show you in
March or April. In order to meet the DfES
deadlines, we need to start building in
September/October 2007.

Our exam results took another leap upward
when 40 students had their Key Stage 3
English grades increased after the re-mark. |
am delighted for the students that they now
have just reward for their hard work and

effort, but they should never have suffered
the disappointment of the lower grade in the
first place!

Following last term’'s production of Blue
Remembered Hills, we have had a
performance of ‘Teachers’ by Year 11
students, a winter concert, the Media Event
at the Curzon Cinema and the Technology
Showcase Evening including a fashion
show, with catering by the students. The
quality of the work produced by the students
has been outstanding. Well done, and | know
you will want to join me in saying ‘thank
you’ to the staff who have supported and
guided the students to such high
achievements.

"

website: www.nailseaschool.com
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January, and parents of Year 11 students The winners were:

have the Year 12 Subject Fair to look
forward to, to see what we have to offer
for next year.

Wishing you all a Happy Christmas and a
very good New Year.

Best Wishes

Yours sincerely

David New

NORTH SOMERSET SCHOOLS’
MEDIA SHOWCASE

On Sunday 12 November the second
annual Media Showcase for North

Somerset Schools took place at The
Curzon Cinema, Clevedon. North

Somerset's equivalent of The Oscars was
an opportunity to celebrate the

achievements of A/S Media Studies
students in four of our secondary
schools: Backwell, Clevedon, Gordano
and Nailsea. On display were print and
moving image practical production

pieces ranging from extremely realistic
magazines and advertising campaigns to
short films (including documentary and

feature films), TV advertisements and
cinema trailers.

The print pieces were judged by
Oakwood Design Consultants and Julie
Cosgrove, Director of Specialist Status at
Nailsea School. Awarding the moving
image prizes were Bob Dearburg, a

Print Media

1°t Jenny Smith (Nailsea)Activ 8, an
advertising campaign for an energy bar
aimed at teenagers

2" Sam Coleman (Clevedor(entre Fold,

a magazine for teenage boys

39 Sean Thorne (Backwell)Wrestle
Mania Revenge Tourdesign cover for
a DVD

Audience prize:
Emily Mills (Nailsea):
Standinga film poster

Last Woman

Moving Image Media

1*' Ben Gillam (Nailsea)Mind Behind the
Madness, trailer for a documentary
about skateboarding

2" Victoria Curtain, Jessica Murphy and
Sarah Robson (Gordano)lemantine,the
opening to a thriller

39 Martin Gough (Nailsea)Fair Shout,
Dave, trailer for a documentary about
skateboarding

Audience Prize

Chris Richardson (Nailsea):Mamouth
Chocolate Bar, an animated TV
advertisement

The afternoon was an outstanding success,
thanks to the efforts of members of the
North Somerset Media Teachers’ Network
and the volunteer staff at The Curzon.
Special thanks go to Justin Clayton-Jones,
Head of Media Studies and David Collins,
Media Technician, at Nailsea School.

After two successful years, it is hoped to
stage an even bigger event next year with
still more schools participating.

The NSA Christmas Fair was again a great director of The Curzon and an editor witl
success and a lot less messy than last year many years’ experience in the film
The event raised a good deal of money and industry, George Inger, a film editor with
was much enjoyed by parents and students. a background of natural history work fo
Many thanks to all staff, parents and the BBC and Clare Dornan, a freelanc
students who supported the event, and also director who has worked on wildlife and
to the NSA for helping lwan Thomas to science documentaries for Tigres
organise it. Productions, the BBC and Oxford
Scientific Films. There was also a
audience prize in each medium.

Next term we will be holding further
consultations about the new building
programme. As soon as architects are
appointed we will be letting you know via
the website, press and letters. Year 9 parents
don't forget the ‘Curriculum Evening’ on 17

A

Media Showcase Winners, Jenny Smith and Ben Gillg
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TECHNOLOGY NEW CURRICULUM,
AWARDS AND FASHION SHOW

Over two hundred parents and students
attended the second Technology Awards
and new curriculum evening at Nailsea
School on 30 November, which was a great
success. The evening was highlighting the
success of lower school students, the
introduction of the new curriculum, and
forging links with local industry and

commerce via our specialist Technology
and Media status.

Six students were acknowledged as
achieving the highest standards in
technology in 2005/06: Georgia Cook and
Emily Noke (Year 7), Liddy Swales and

Lauren lerland (Year 8), Greg Wilkins and

Claire Malton (Year 9). Mr New presented

the award winning students with superb
modern trophies produced using new laser
cutting technology that was purchased with
specialist status funding.

Nailsea School are extending the
Technology curriculum, offering a

‘foundation year’ in Year 9 which includes

a degree of ‘personalised learning’. The
majority of students will gain an extra

foundation year of development within a
Technology subject which they can then
pursue to GCSE. Express learners will
have the opportunity to commence a
Graphics GCSE a year early, and basic
skills opportunities for hands-on learners
will be offered within Catering and

Engineering from September 2007.

The centrepiece of this enjoyable evening
was a vibrant student fashion show and
catwalk presentation featuring a variety of
1960s and multi-national themes. This
fashion focus is due to the huge impact
textiles and fashion is having both in the
media, and the launch of our Fashion A
Level. The fast flowing show was the
inspiration of Miss Sylvie Lloyd who
encouraged the students to lead, manage
and co-ordinate this year's catwalk show.
Audio and visual effects were supplied by

the media crew headed by David Collins
and café style table layout was well
stocked with soup and pancakes for the
audience, supplied by Mrs Cornelissen’s
catering students.

YEAR 7

| have been very pleased indeed with the
way Year 7 have not only settled into life

at Nailsea School, but embraced it whole-
heartedly.

Around the school the children are very
polite and helpful. They take on any
challenges with enthusiasm, such as
raising £595 at the Christmas Fair (with
the stall run by Connor Jones, Michael
Smith and Jacob Hirst (71) raising £76, the
most taken by any individual stall).

A stall run by Oliver Fudge and Frazer

Pring (73) won joint best idea for their

‘Guess the Teacher competition, which

showed photos of teachers in their earlier
years. Alexandra Dalby and Emily Tranter
(76) were the other joint winners, for their

‘Guess the Object’ stall, in which entrants
were asked to identify objects ranging
from pine cones to trifles, by touch alone.
Danielle Cox (73), Emma Cox (77), Lara

Dennery (77) and Isabelle Gilday (73) won
the best presented stall with their very
attractive Christmas stocking design.

Since then, Year 7 students have continued
to be creative and inventive in their ideas.
Jamie Lee Mason (72) and Opal Scott (71)
have begun to organise a Fashion Show
which will be held at the Year 7 assembly
on 25 January. Also, Lana Vincent and
Abigail Bolton (74) have set up a
Christmas card delivery service. Ben
Littlefield even started a Warhammer Club
which is now proving to be very popular.

Alexander Milne (73) has joined with Year

8 students in a Southampton University
run Cypher Challenge. That he is entered
with students from the year above is
worthy of particular commendation.

The Year 7 boys and girls competed well
in the North Somerset County Cross
Country Championships. The boys came
first, the girls seventh overall. And, the
sporting excellence is continued in the
fantastic efforts being made in the Inter-
Tutor Rugby and Netball competitions, as
well as in the various other well-

NAILSEA YOUTH HOUSE

Hannah Chu (104) recently put together a
bid for funding to refurbish the kitchen at
Nailsea Youth House. Her efforts resulted
in a grant from the Youth Opportunity
Fund (a North Somerset and Youth
Parliament initiative) of £2,000. Hannah is
now working on plans for the new kitchen
which will benefit the many Nailsea
School students who spend time at the
Youth House.

SCHOOL PLAY

The school play, next year, is Oliver and
will be performed on the 14, 15 and 16 of
March. The play involves pupils from Year
7 to Year 11 — more details to follow next
term.

NAILSEA AT THE CENTRE OF
REGIONAL TRAINING

The North Somerset Regional Training
Centre based at Nailsea School is now up
and running. Part of a nationwide network
of Apple-approved Regional Training
Centres (RTC), award-winning software
packages are used to provide teachers with
skills which are relevant across the whole
curriculum. Students are encouraged to
experiment and enjoy learning through
more creative and innovative means.

The RTC is supported by professionals
from Apple and training sessions are led by
Apple experts. The first few courses
included ‘Creativity in the Classroom’ - a
basic introduction to Apple, ‘School Life
on a Storyboard’ - using storyboards to
create comic strips using digital photos and
‘Accessible Mobile Learning’ -
introducing podcasting and providing the
opportunity to create exciting audio and
video content for students to access on the

go.

Initially the centre will offer courses to
teachers from across the region who will
then be able to apply their new knowledge
in the classroom. There are plans though
to begin offering these same training
opportunities to parents and the community
at large in the near future.

subscribed sporting clubs.

All these examples help to illustrate the|
ways Year 7 have actively joined and
added to the school community. | hops
they continue to make the most of suc
opportunities.

Mr | Thomas, Head of Year 7




Robotics Competition

‘NAILSEA NUTTERS’ TRIUMPH

A group of year 7 pupils took part in a Lego
Mindstorms Robotics competition on 28
November. The theme of the competition
this year was Nano-technology. It was the
first year Nailsea has entered this
competition, and the team managed to
achieve 1% out of 29 teams. In the three
rounds the group saw their points tally rise
from 45 points to 115 points. They missed
the quarter final by 20 points. Next year the
theme is electricity and power. Could it be
you?

REPORTS

If you have already received one of our new
style interim reports, we hope you will find
this note useful, apologies for not including
it with the report at the time of issue. The
purpose of this style of report is to promote
attainment by giving parents and teachers
useful information with which we may track
student progress.

Target Minimum Levels and Grades: All
subject reports, full and interim, now show a
Target Minimum Level or Grade (TML/G)
for students to aim for at the end of the key
stage, ie by the end of Year 9 for students in
Years 7, 8 or 9, by the end of Year 11 for
students in Years 10 and 11, and by the end
of Year 13 for students in the Sixth Form.
TML/Gs are initially based on students’
most recent scores in National Curriculum
tests or GCSE exams but adjusted, as
appropriate, by subject teachers who know
the students as individuals. We stress that no
student is ever limited by a minimum target.
The TML/G does not restrict a student’s
attainment. This is just an indicator based
on prior attainment as to whether we should
be celebrating progress or chasing under-
achievement.

Currently Working At Levels and
Grades, and Progress Judgements: A
“Currently Working At” judgement is based
upon a subject teacher's estimate of the
overall quality of a student’s work at this
time. It is quite normal, therefore, for
students early in a key stage to be below
target, having not yet studied the whole
course. If, however, the teacher sees strong
enough signs that the student is likely to
reach their TML/G the “Progress Towards

Target” will be an equal sign (=).
Progress judgements showing plus (+)
are a cause for celebration since they
suggest that the student currently shows
signs of exceeding their minimum target,
whereas minus symbols (-) suggest
concern for the student’s progress in that
subject.

Other Boxes: Full and interim reports
contain other boxes showing such things
as a student’s capacity for independent
study, organisation and understanding of
tasks and concepts. Subject teachers
make these judgements on four point
scales. These are: (Always, Usually,
Sometimes, Never) and (Strength, Good,
Fair, Need). A “Strength” judgement
means that the student is conspicuously
above average in a particular area;
“Need” means that the student is likely to
require particular support, either from the
subject teacher or, in some cases, from
other staff. Most of these judgements
will, therefore, be in the “Good” and
“Fair” categories but subject teachers are
encouraged to use the range so as not to
be bland in their judgements.

Please don’t hesitate to contact your
child’s tutor if any of this is unclear. The
purpose of these judgements is to provide
parents and tutors with  useful
information. They are recorded in an
electronic database so that teachers and
tutors can use them in the tracking of
student progress in order to promote
attainment.

NUMERACY CORNER

Year 10

The introduction of the Modular GCSE
course for all Year 10s this term has kept
us very busy, with students sitting the
first module exam in November. Straight
after, they started the first of two pieces
of coursework. Our Year 10s have had a
very tough two terms, but they rose to the
challenge admirably. Lunch time revision
classes were well attended and the
computer room has been packed (we've
even had to open a second room) for the
past three weeks with students doing
their coursework. It is very impressive to
see them taking their maths studies so
seriously and we're very grateful to them
for it, as it makes our jobs much more
enjoyable.

Master Classes

Also in November we ran the first of
three maths master classes for gifted and
talented Year 6 and 7 mathematicians.
Once again this was a great success and
the students seemed to enjoy it greatly.
Mrs Tinkler lead the session on loci and
geometric patterns and some fantastic
work was produced by the students. The
master classes provide a fantastic
opportunity, not only to stretch our
talented mathematicians, but also for the
local Year 6 students to visit our school
and get a feel for secondary school
before they join us in September. Overall
it's a valuable experience for all involved
and we look forward to the next one in
2007.

Numeracy Week

Numeracy Week was the first week of
December and was enjoyed by all who
participated in it. All departments were
encouraged to use some numeracy in
their lessons and we have had lots of
positive feedback from the students
about the number work they did in
other subjects. We believe that maths
should not be confined to maths
lessons and that students should be
encouraged to use their maths in all
areas of their education, as they will be
required to in ‘real life’.

Lunch times were a lot of fun that
week with games, puzzles, sudoku etc
running every lunch time, as well as a
timetable of specialised events such as
drawing geometric patterns, bridge
building, curve stitching and card
playing. A very successful and
enjoyable experience.

The Maths Faculty
218 CENTURY SCIENCE

Across the country, schools have been
getting to grips with new Science
specifications for GCSE introduced in
September. After careful consideration
of the different options, the Science
Faculty at Nailsea School chose the
course “2%' Century Science” which
was developed by the University of
York in association with the Nuffield
Curriculum Centre
(http://www.21stcenturyscience.oyg/

This course is designed to be
stimulating and relevant for all
students. It is also modular. Most, but
not all, Year 10 students will sit their
first Science GCSE exam on Tuesday
16 January 2007. To help the students
prepare for this and subsequent exams,
they have been given a revision book
designed specifically for the course
they are following. It contains both
information to revise and workbook
questions to practice. It is for the
students to keep and use to enable
them to achieve their best. Some
science teachers may ask students to
bring the book into class on occasions,
but it is intended primarily as a home
revision tool. The Science Faculty
would encourage parents and carers to
look at and discuss the revision book
with their children and help them
make full use of it over the coming
year.

Dr J F Canning



Some of the wooden framed mirrors produced by Gpoweary school students

SPECIALIST STATUS INITIATIVES
PRIMARY PARTNER ENTERPRISE

Our partner primary schools are having
great success with their Techlink project.
Teachers are enabling the young students
to use Cad Cam applications, to produce
a wide range of professional artefacts.

Enterprise clubs are achieving good
quality manufactured articles to raise
funds for their schools. Traditional
lessons have been improved in the
production of attractive items such as the
mirrors pictured above.

Each student has made the wooden frame
to hold the mirror. This is then
personalised with the application of cut-
out vinyl. It's simple, but very effective.
It's also a good way to show use of new
technology in the manufacture of the
decoration.

The Techlink project, supported by our
Specialist Status sponsors, Hebron
Medlock Holdings Ltd and Denford Ltd,
has provided teachers and students with
the opportunity to develop their
technological skills in a fun way. I'd like
to take the opportunity to thank them and
look forward to reporting further future
success.

Mrs J Cosgrove
Director of Specialist Status

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

Diana Memorial Award

4 students have been awarded the Diana
Memorial Award for Active Citizenship
and services to the community.
Congratulations to these students who
will be presented with their award next
term.

Dancing

Many congratulations to Teresa Attwell
(103) who recently competed at the
Wolverhampton Feis competition for
Irish dancing and achieved' place in her
age group.

PRESENTATION EVENING

The 28" Presentation Evening will be
held on Monday 18 December for former
Year 11 and Year 13 students to celebrate
their achievements in their examinations
(2005/2006). At this special annual
event, parents and guests will see 120
students presented with their GCSE or A
Level certificates by Mr Marston Dulfty,

Chairman of the Nailsea Town Council.
Forty special awards and trophies are also
to be presented to students for excellent
achievement in curriculum subjects. A
further 20 awards for citizenship, public
speaking, commitment and service to the
school and community will also be
presented by various guests including the
Presidents of the Rotary and Lions
organisations, the Chair of Governors and
the Chair of the NSA.

SPORT

Cross Country

Nailsea Junior Boys team (Years 7 and 8)
won the first round of the ESAA Cup
Cross Country at Kings College Taunton,
with the Intermediate Boys (Years 9 and
10) taking 2nd place out of the 12 schools
who participated.

In the regional finals at Millfield School
the Junior Boys took "5 place and the
Intermediate Boys were placed 4f the

12 competing schools. 15 students will
represent North Somerset at the County
Schools Championships in January 2007.

Mike Sully Races

Nailsea School were awarded Top Boys
School out of 6 schools participating in
the event on the Downs in Bristol. James
Griffin (3%, Adam James (3, Peter
Edwards (8) and Ashley Campbell (1%}
were Nailsea’s top scorers.

Sports Hall Athletics
Some 40 students competed in the North
Somerset Trials at Nailsea School in

December. 20 students will represent
North Somerset in the County
Championships at Bristol Grammar

School in January.

POLITE REMINDERS

Absence Phone Line

Please note that if a student is going to be
absent from school, parents/carers should
ring the school on the absence phone line
— 01275 850400.

Transport to School

We request all parents who bring children
to school to drop them off, and pick them
up, outside the school gates The front
part of the school is an extremely busy
and hazardous place both at the beginning
and the end of the day. With classes and
tutor bases on either side of the driveway,
many students and staff move across the
roundabout in front of the school. For
their safety we ask that vehicle movement
within the school be kept to a minimum.

Letters to Parents/Carers
Please note that all school letters which are
sent home with students are now
accessible on the school website,
www.nailseaschool.com

Inset Days

Inset Days for the remainder of the school
year are: Monday 5 February and Monday
11 June 2007.

Postage Stamps

Did you know how valuable used postage
stamps could be? We collect these in
school reception for the Leprosy Mission

and each year contribute to this cause. If
students would like to bring in any stamps
for this cause, we would be very pleased to
receive them.

NSA NEWS

The NSA held its AGM on the 12 October,

and a new committee was elected with the
key posts filled by the same people as last
year, Chair - Keith Jones, Secretary - Desi
O’Rouke and Treasurer - Rachel Webb.
There were several new faces who have
joined the Committee, however, you are
welcome to help us with our fundraising

events and the manning of the Uniform

shop. Since the start of the school year we
have held three Table Top Sales which
have raised over £500 and the Christmas
Fair which raised approximately £600.

There will be the usual Car Boot sales in
2007, along with some social events so
watch the newsletter for more news on
these.

The next Committee meetings are on
Thursday 11 January 2007, Tuesday 6
March 2007, Wednesday 2 May 2007 and
Thursday 14 June 2007

Uniform Shop Opening Times
3.00 - 4.30 pm

Tuesday 2 January 2007

Tuesday 13 and 27 February 2007
Tuesday 3 and 24 April 2007
Tuesday 22 May 2007

Tuesday 5 June 2007

Tuesday 24 July 2007

Navy Sweatshirt with Logo - £12.00
White Polo Shirt with Logo - £9.50

Should you have any queries or urgently
require uniform between these dates please
ring Sue on 792583 after 5pm or call in at
the School Office for an order form.

Apology

Mrs Cornelissen would like to apologise
for the cancellation of the Christmas
Cookery demonstration due to illness,
which was scheduled for 9 November.
However, she will be hosting an Easter
Cookery demonstration on Thursday 22
March.



