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to another edition of the Newsletter. 
 
In the summer our Year 9 students – now 
Year 10 – did an amazing job in their SAT 
examinations, achieving record results for 
the school and the county.  The GCSE 
results at 65% 5A*-C were back up to our 
usual achievement level, congratulations to 
the Year 11 students for their excellent 
work.  Year 13 also did very well with 70% 
achieving the top grades (A-C) and 99% 
pass rate for all entries.  It is excellent that 
so many students did so well in all three sets 
of public examinations, and we are very 
proud of their success and the work that our 
staff have put in to enable and support them.  
Well done. 
 
On 15th October staff, students, and the 
community had the chance to view, and 
comment on, the emerging plans for the new 
school build.  The two firms who are 
working on the designs to deliver the 
‘Beautiful School’ described in the last 
Newsletter are working very hard to 
understand and capture the vision in a built 
form.  This is a very exciting process and we 
are delighted that both firms seem to have 
understood the concepts we had, and are 
able to translate them into something 
concrete (and steel and glass and .....).  I am 
very grateful to all those who contributed, 
the feedback we have received will be 
critical in the next stage.   
 
On 8th November we receive the completed 
documentation for this process.  On 12th 
November there will be an opportunity for 
the students, staff, governors and parents 
(via parent governors and the NSA) to see a 
presentation in order to help us make a 
decision as to what will be developed into 
the new Nailsea School. By the next 
Newsletter I expect to be able to tell you 
who has been successful and what the 
emerging plans are looking like.  Full 
planning permission etc will be sought in 
February/March 2008.  I look forward to 
seeing you at the consultations.   
 
Our school production – Alice in 
Wonderland, 21st to 23rd November – is 
looking good, and has a large cast of 
enthusiastic and skilled performers.  Please 
come along for what promises to be another 
superb production. 
 

Catering  
Nailsea School is a beacon of Good 
Practice for Healthy Schools – according 
to our Healthy School Assessor.  One 
aspect of this is the catering.  Since April 
last year, when we took this over, the 
number of school meals served has 
tripled and the students are very 
enthusiastic about the quality of the 
food.  This is set against a national 
picture of decline in number of meals 
served in schools following the 
introduction of ‘healthy menus’.  So 
popular are the meals that students are 
queuing for food and getting frustrated 
because of the wait.  There is no need to 
queue!  Our team make sure that there is 
as much choice at the end of lunchtime 
as at the beginning, so that students can 
get the same quality and choice of food 
at 1.35 as at 1.05 pm.  I regularly take my 
meals at 1.30, and, without queuing – 
even on a Friday – get a hot, tasty, and 
freshly prepared meal.  If you can’t get to 
the counter early, try again when the 
queue has died down.  Also  try to spot 
the ‘meal deals’ now on offer.  Don’t 
forget ‘Curry Club’ on Tuesday, 
‘Wednesday Roast’ and ‘Fish and Chip’ 
Friday. 
  
Citizenship 
In November we are being visited by an 
OfSTED inspector because we are a case 
study in Good Practice for Citizenship.  
Nailsea School Citizenship delivery is 
recognised as being outstanding and 
innovative.  The use of outside speakers, 
collapsing the timetable and having a full 
day programme of activities is a highly 
effective way of ensuring that all 
students get a high quality of experience.  
Our ‘outstanding’ rating for ‘student 
personal development’ is down to the 
way we encourage participation in the 
School Council and the life of the school, 
and develop the ‘active citizenship’ 
skills. 
 
Best Wishes 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
 
 
 
 
 

David New 

POLITE REMINDERS 
 
Absence Phone Line 
Please note that if a student is going to be 
absent from school, parents/carers should 
ring the school on the absence phone line – 
01275 850400. 
 
Lunch Passes 
If you are happy for your child to go home 
at lunchtime, a lunchtime pass will be 
provided.  Please remember that the pass 
entitles your child to leave the school and 
go home for the whole lunchtime, returning 
for afternoon registration at 1.55 pm.  It 
does not give him/her permission to shop in 
the precinct or to walk around the local 
area!  Thank you for your support. 
 
Mobile Phones 
In Years 7-11 we do not allow students to 
bring to school mobile phones or iPOD/ 
MP3 players.  There are some exceptional 
circumstances however which require a 
student to have a mobile phone in school.  
Parents are asked to contact the relevant 
Head of House to discuss the matter, if they 
feel that this applies to their child.  If a 
student has a mobile phone or iPOD/MP3 
player in school without permission, it will 
be confiscated and returned at the end of the 
week.  The school is unable to take 
responsibility for the loss or theft of any 
mobile phone or iPOD/MP3 player whilst 
carried in school. 
 

School Uniform 
The appearance of your children on their 
way to, from and in school is very 
important for the reputation of the school 
within the community.  This reflects on the 
students when looking towards their future 
careers.  We therefore expect students to 
appear smart and wear their school uniform 
appropriately.   

Continued overleaf... 

The Chill Café  
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reviewed annually. The group also works 
on new developments – and this is where 
YOU may be able to help. 
 

Over the last two years we have worked 
with the National Academy for Gifted and 
Talented Youth (NAGTY) to develop a 
nationwide quality standard for the 
management of this issue in schools. Many 
schools across the country, Nailsea School 
included, aspire to meeting the quality 
standards at their highest level. We are not 
there yet, but we are working on it, and 
recent progress has been tangible. We have 
strong procedures for identifying our most 
able 5-10% of students, and we ensure that 
all faculty and house teams are aware of 
these students’ gifts and talents. We review 
the opportunities for these students within 
and in addition to our own school 
curriculum, and we promote external 
provision such as the GT courses run by 
Kilve Court and the websites and 
programme of events run by what used to 
be NAGTY but now managed by the 
CfBT. (Please see Sally-Ann’s letter on the 
web for more details.)  
 

We would like to enlist the support and 
help of our wider community in order to 
enrich the opportunities for students in 
Nailsea School. Another local school has 
organised a series of after-school talks, 
demonstrations and workshops for 
students, provided by parents and 
community volunteers. We think that this 
is an excellent idea and we are optimistic 
that there are readers of this Newsletter 
item who will want to come forward on 
behalf of Nailsea students.  So, if you have 
knowledge, expertise or skill that might 
enthuse and inspire our students, please 
contact Simon Forbes or any of the GT 
Working Group (names and emails in 
Sally-Ann’s letter) in order to discuss the 
what, when and how of this initiative. We 
are flexible in our arrangements, if 
determined in our desire to bring parents, 
friends and the community into our school 
in order to enrich the education of 
Nailsea’s bright, enthusiastic young 
people. This initiative comes from the GT 
Working Group, but we would not dream 
of denying any of our students the 
opportunity to attend an after school talk 
on, say, meteorology (are you a weather 
person?) Egyptology (do you work in the 
museum?), Genetics (an engineer?), or 
anything else that might open wider the 
eyes of our students. 
 

Please help Nailsea School to schedule and 
publish a series of talks, workshops etc on 
issues within and beyond the school 
curriculum, by contacting me or another 
member of our Working Group. We are 
enthusiastic, determined and flexible, and 
hoping to hear from you soon. 

Mr S Forbes 
 
YEAR 7 CASTLES TRIP 
 

On 2nd and 3rd October Year 7 Humanities 
classes went on a trip to either Chepstow 
or Raglan Castle.  Laura Yandall and Katie 
Haines described their adventure: 
 

“At 9.00 am on Tuesday some of the Year 
7s left school and went on a coach to 
Chepstow Castle in Wales.  We arrived at 
around 10.00 am and had a break outside 

The school uniform regulations are 
designed to be as simple and practical as 
possible.  As we look towards next term, 
can I please remind you of the important 
aspects of our school uniform.  All students 
in Years 7 – 11 are expected to wear: 
 

· a Nailsea School sweatshirt; 
· a white polo shirt with school logo; 
· trousers which must be plain black, not 

excessively flared or pocketed, and 
must be full length; 

· skirts which must be plain black, evenly 
hemmed, close to knee length and plain 
style; 

· black sensible outdoor shoes and not 
trainers during the school day. The only  
time trainers may be worn are: 
- at lunchtime for playing games,   eg 

football  
-  under the direction of a doctor, only if 

supported by a medical certificate 
· may only wear one flat stud in each ear.  

No other body piercing is allowed to be 
visible 

· may only wear a single thin gold or 
silver chain round the neck under the 
polo shirt. 

 
Lost Property 
We still have a large quantity of unclaimed 
property.  We do our best to get marked 
items back to owners but most of the 
property is unnamed.  Lost property is kept 
in two vast storage seat areas by the public 
pay phone on the first floor of the main 
block.  We urge you and students to look 
through this as soon as possible; the school 
will be open during the holiday period and 
we shall dispose of anything left at the end 
of the holiday. 
 

First Aid 
The school has a fully qualified First Aider, 
not the North Somerset school nurse who is 
now based at Tower House Medical Centre 
and covers all the schools in the area. 
 

The first aid room is for students who fall 
ill or injure themselves whilst on the 
premises during the course of the school 
day.  Students with pre-existing injuries/
symptoms sustained outside school hours 
should seek the advice of their family GP as 
normal.  
 

For students with ongoing medical 
conditions the relevant forms need to be 
completed and held in first aid, together 
with any medication, in order that we may 
deal with any situations arising in an 
appropriate manner. 
 

If you require any further information or 
have any queries concerning the above, 
please do not hesitate to contact the First 
Aiders via the School Office.  Thank you. 
 
Letters to Parents/Carers 
Please note that all school letters which are 
sent home with students are now accessible 
on the school website: 
www.nailseaschool.com. 
 
EXTENDED SCHOOL PROVISION 
 

Although the provision of catering services 
is available throughout the day, it is mainly 
concentrated at break in the morning and 
again at lunchtime. This service has now 

been extended to include the Breakfast 
Club which is situated in the Chill Café. 
The Café opens at 7.30 am and food is 
available by 7.45 am, therefore students 
arriving early have somewhere they can 
purchase something to eat before school if 
needed. A range of breakfast food 
including cereal, yogurts, toast, etc is 
available as well as hot drinks, juices and 
water. 
 

The Chill Café is not just about food, but 
is also a social area for students arriving 
early at school to meet, study or just chat 
before registration and is open to all year 
groups. Breakfast time news and sport is 
shown on the widescreen TV and shortly 
we hope to add an internet café within the 
area. 
 

Our connection with ORCA the after 
school and holiday club for primary school 
children, now means the school is 
operating from 7.30 am until 6.00 pm. The 
school does not charge for students using 
the Breakfast Club (only food and drinks) 
however, there is a charge for using 
ORCA as it is run by an outside 
organisation monitored by OFSTED. 
Details regarding ORCA can be obtained 
by visiting them during their operational 
times (3.00 pm – 6.00 pm in the 
Languages Block). 
 
COURSEWORK 
  
All GCE and GCSE students will receive 
regulations relating to coursework for 
Summer 2008. There is also a guide for 
parents/carers from the government.  The 
main issues are that work must be the 
student’s own and that any other sources 
must be acknowledged.  It has proved very 
easy to discover sources from the internet 
used by students. 
   
EXAMINATION DATES: 2007-2008 
  
These are in the Student Planner, and will 
be on the school website by the beginning 
of November.  The Summer timetable will 
be accurate apart from re-sit examinations 
for Years 12 and 13.  All exams in the 
summer are finished by the end of June. 
  
2008 results days are: 
·  GCE     Thursday 14th August 
· GCSE   Thursday 21st August 
 
G I F T E D  A N D  T A L E N T E D 
STUDENTS – PROVISION 2007/8 
 
On behalf of our Gifted and Talented 
Students Working Group, may I please 
inform you of some recent developments 
in this field and ask for your help? The 
Working Group meets at least once each 
term (ie at least 6 times a year) in order to 
develop and monitor Nailsea School’s 
provision for these students. Our Gifted 
and Talented Students Policy, with related 
documents (including a letter to parents 
from Dr. Sally-Ann Hancock, our link 
school governor) is posted on the school 
website (www.nailseaschool.com, click on 
the tab Parents, then Support and 
Guidance, then Gifted and Talented). The 
GT Working Group is responsible for 
ensuring that the policy is properly enacted 
across the school, as well as being 
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the castle.  We then started to walk round the 
castle focusing on all the defensive features.  
The first one we became aware of was a 
heavy wooden door with chunky beams 
supporting it.  There were two circular 
murder holes to drop boiling oil on the 
intruders.  There was also a watch tower so 
that the defenders could be watching 
constantly.  There was also an amazing 9 
metre thick wall and 3 portcullises.  We then 
became aware of a killing ground called the 
Bailey.  Then we discovered some odd-
looking toilets which were right next to the 
river so the waste just fell straight in!  We 
walked along and found a tower that 
defenders could retreat to if the castle was 
attacked.  It had a spiral staircase so that 
defenders could slash attackers trying to 
come up the stairs. 
 

Mr Butcher and Miss Scott  then took us to 
the shop.  Some of us bought chocolate and 
others bought arrows and spears (wooden 
ones).  We then returned to the coach that 
took us back to school so that we got back 
for 1.00 pm and could then have our lunch.  
Thank you to all the teachers for taking us 
on this outing.” 

 Katie Harris & Laura Yandall 
 

NUMERACY CORNER 
 

We are looking forward to a busy time over 
the next few weeks. Year 10 will be sitting 
their first GCSE exam on 12th November. 
Revision classes will run every lunchtime 
after the Autumn break and we are selling 
revision CD-ROMs for £3, available from 
the Maths Office. 
 

Year 11 have had the results of their second 
GCSE module, and have done extremely 
well as a year group. They are now working 
on their final piece of coursework which is 
due in on 8th November. Revision classes for 
their final module will be set up after this 
deadline. 
 

Years 12 and 13 have the annual UKMT 
Challenge to look forward to on 8th 
November. This is the toughest 
challenge, but we know they enjoy it 
really!! 
 

Remember that your child can get extra 
help with their maths, whatever age or 
whatever level they are working at. They 
have been given the login and password 
to gain access to the ‘mymaths’ website 
that we subscribe to. They can also go to 
the Maths Help Club that is run by Year 
12 students every Wednesday lunchtime 
in Room 28. 

G Tinkler 
 
FOOD TECHNOLOGY NEWS 
 

Chartered Institute of Environmental 
Health Food Safety in Catering Exam 
Congratulations to the follow Catering 
students in Year 10 who passed their 
Level 2 Award in May. 
 

Jake Bond, Craig Burchill, Stephanie 
Capern, Shanice Chapman, Christopher 
Gale, Jack Haines, Lucy Hardwidge, 
Richard Hayball, Matthew Kellaway, 
Samuel Lamper, Ryan Lester, Luke 
Marks, William Martin, Gemma May, 
Sam Olsen, Leanne Phelps, Charlotte 
Pugh, Georges Raignault 
 

This is a qualification which is required 
by anyone who wants to work in the food 
industry, and these students did very well 
in passing a professional qualification at 
such a young age. 

E Filor 
  
Former Student Awarded Job at Top 
Restaurant 
Former student Jason Small has been 
awarded a job as Comi Chef at Gordon 
Ramsey’s restaurant in Hospitality Road, 
London.  The restaurant has the honour 
of holding 3 Michelin stars.  

Jason attended a Link Course through 
Weston College before leaving Nailsea 
School in 2005, and studying catering 
at Weston College full time. 
 
Congratulations Jason! 
 
Container Request 
Could I ask that if your child has 
borrowed containers from the 
department for their Food Technology 
lessons to return them please.  
Alternatively, if you have any 
tins/dishes or containers you can spare 
and would like to donate them to the 
school, they would be very welcome. 

M Cornelissen 
 
SPORTS NEWS 
 
Young Ambassadors of Sport and 
PE 
Year 11 student, Rosie Steel, has been 
chosen as North Somerset Young 
Ambassador for Sport and PE. She 
was chosen by the School Sports 
Partnership because she has shown 
herself to be an outstanding leader and 
keen sports person. She has many 
qualities that endear her to her peers 
and groups that she is leading, to 
enable them to do their best. During 
the role, of which only two people 
were selected from North Somerset, 
Rosie will have to do various tasks 
which promote the UK School Games 
(2008) and London Olympics in 2012. 
 

Continued overleaf…. 

 
WORLD CHALLENGE 
 
26th July 2007 may have meant the start of the holidays and relaxation for most of us, but for 10 students it signified the beginning of an 
adventure of a lifetime, and one which they had spent 2 years preparing for. They were to spend the next month on expedition in Zambia, living 
out of a rucksack, trekking, carrying out community projects and integrating into the local community. 
 
Throughout the course of their expedition students got to grips with valuable outdoor and campcraft skills; they became adept at washing in 
streams and rivers, making fires, cooking on trangia stoves and drawing water from a well to wash clothes – a far cry from the comfortable life 
we are used to at home! They spent 10 days carrying out various projects at an orphanage – becoming skilled labourers, painters and decorators, 
English teachers, and most importantly, friends of the Zambian children and young people. 
 
Taking part in an expedition such as this though, is not just about what you actually do, you learn a huge amount about yourself and others. The 
students learnt skills such as teamwork, organisation, money management and leadership. The 10 students (Iain Bell, Josh Erskine, Thomas 
Hood, James Miller, Jessica Fear, Sophie Grainger, Laura Joseph, Max Randall, Christopher Thackray and Helen Yandall) embraced this 
challenge and I was extremely privileged to have been able to accompany them on this journey. 
 

Ms E Radmilovic 

Travelling in style! 

Home Comforts! 



through the day and any after school 
sporting activities.  This has lead to an 
increase in headaches, nausea and general 
lethargy, and therefore time spent out of 
lessons. 
 
Could parents/carers please assist us in 
stressing to students the importance of a 
good night's sleep, a proper breakfast and 
plenty of water in helping us to help them 
achieve their true potential. 

First Aid 
 

PARENT SUPPORT TEAM  UPDATE 
 
Debra Edwards and Karen Clark of the 
Parent Support Team started the new term 
with a  ‘First Day Stop-Off’ in The Chill 
Café, for parents and carers as their 
offspring started their first day at 
secondary school.  This was a relaxed 
affair, with mums (sadly, no dads!) 
enjoying a cup of tea/coffee in the pleasant 
Café surrounding, sharing their thoughts 
and experiences of the first morning.  
 
We have also been out and about in the 
primary schools this term, with the 
deadline for secondary transfer forms 
looming, and have met with Headteachers 
and parents alike.  We were also both 
present at the recent Prospective Parents 
Evening, which was fun, lively and 
informative, meeting and talking to 
parents who already have students here, as 
well as those thinking of sending their 
children here next year.   
 
To remind you of the events and activities 
that we have planned for parents/carers 
and students next term, please see below: 
 
‘Nip In and Natter’ Sessions –  Scotch 
Horn Leisure Centre 
Tuesday 6th November 10–11.30 am 
Tuesday 4th December 10-11.30 am 
Meet in the Leisure Centre Café for 
information, support and friendship.  Tea 
and coffee free! 
  
Year 7 ‘Settling In’ Evening – Nailsea 
School  
Wednesday 7th November -  Come and 
meet your child’s tutor for an update and 
chat – open to all parents of Year 7 
students. 
   
Plus Information Carousel - Nailsea 
School, Humanities Block  
Wednesday November 7th  4.00-6.30 pm - 
Come and meet the Parent Support Team 
and local youth activity and support 
groups for information and informal chat.  
 
 Evening ‘Moving up and Settling In’  
‘Talkabout’ Session – Nailsea School 
Hall 
Wednesday 14th November 7.30–9.00 pm - 
Theme: ‘Dealing with bullying/staying 
safe’ (following on from the Year 7 
Citizenship Day Theme – ‘Bullying 
Awareness’) 
 

Parent Support Team 

The Young Ambassadors received an 
insight and training for the role at Bristol 
City Football ground led by double gold 
medal winning athlete Dame Kelly 
Holmes. The pair of Ambassadors have 
already met and decided upon a series of 
tasks that they would like to implement 
this year. 
 
The Ambassadors will be popping up in 
different places throughout the year - be 
sure to say hello and ask them what it was 
like meeting Kelly! 
 
Community Sports Leaders Award 
Nine 6th Form students from Nailsea have 
completed the first part of a Level 2 
Community Sports Leaders Course. The 
students had to submit an application 
form to ensure that they were committed 
to the course. Then they had to stay under 
canvas and shelter for a three day 
residential trip. During their time at 
Goblin Combe Environmental Centre the 
students had to complete eight units of 
the course. Notably, they had to show 
their outdoor skills at a farm on the 
Mendips, show their athletic ability at 
Hutton Moor Leisure Centre and their 
leadership skills at various primary 
schools. 
 
The School Sports Co-ordinator team are 
very confident that many will go on to 
pass the course. The students must now 
embark upon a first aid course and 
complete at least 10 hours of progressive 
volunteering at a local club. It is hoped 
that the students will continue with a life 
of volunteering which is the backbone of 
sport and recreation in this country. 
 
Celebration of Results - Girls  
Participation in the sports club both 
during and after school has increased yet 
again for the second year running. Well 
done! 
 
The girls’ teams are now entered into 
league and friendly fixtures, with district 
tournaments occurring later in the year.  
All Players of the Match will be recorded 
this season, and a trophy awarded to the 
most nominated players for each year 
across the district. To date the players 
nominated for netball are: Jessica Harvey, 
Olivia Turner, Sarah Cheeseman, Bea 
Dowling, Rachael Yeo, Sophie Goodwin 
and Zahra Moosavi. Hockey: Lauren 
Holt, Rosalind Pring, Harriet Farren, 
Jenni Gilbert and Zoe Buck. For a fixture 
list please see Girls PE Department. 
 
Coaching courses running this term for 
Years 10, 11 and 6th Form students have 
seen a huge uptake. JSLA (Junior Sports 
Leadership Award) and CSLA 
(Community Sports Leadership Award) 
courses will be running throughout the 
year. These enable students to gain 
coaching and leadership qualifications 
using sports as a medium. 
 
The Young Netball Leaders course took 
place on Wednesday 17th October.  The 

Young Football Leaders course took place 
on Tuesday 9th October with the area’s 
Development Football Organiser; Lee 
Veale. Also an FA Level course is being 
organised for later in the year. See Miss 
Wild or Mr Lynch for details. 
 
The Under 14 and Under 16 Netball 
County Tournament took place on 
Saturday 15th September.   Both the Year 
11 and Year 9 teams played well, with 
Year 11 just missing out on the semi-
finals. Special thanks for the support from 
the parents on the day.  The Under 19 
Netball Country Tournament took place 
on Wednesday 19th September. This was  
highly competitive with teams containing 
young England stars.  Well done to the 6th 
Form team who held their own 
throughout. Jo Barnes was Captain and 
Player of the Tournament. Well done. 
 
Nailsea students recently pushed 
themselves to the limit to finish the cross 
country route around Taunton School on  
4th October. Years 7-10 boy and girl 
athletes involved fulfilled the expectations 
of overlooking peers and staff. Although 
the run was challenging, all competitors 
paced themselves well and had something 
left in the tank for a last drive. The first 
runners home from juniors were Amy 
Hughes and Daniel Bagnall and Inters 
students home were Edward Guthrie and 
Amber Summerell. Well done to everyone 
who competed. Good luck to them all in 
the next cross country event at Blaise 
Castle in mid November. 
 
Boys PE Results  
Yr 7 Rugby: Backwell 25-10 Nailsea 
Yr 8 Rugby: Gordano 10-20 Nailsea 
Backwell 35-5 Nailsea 
Yr 9 Football: St Bedes 4-2 Nailsea 
Yr 9 Rugby: Gordano 5- 30 Nailsea 
 Yr 10 Football: Tiverton 0-8 Nailsea 
Thomas Hardy 4-3 Nailsea 
  
Cross Country Representatives 
The following students have been selected 
to represent Nailsea School as cross 
country representatives: 
 

Junior Boys - Oliver Fudge, Frazer Pring, 
Daniel Bagnall, Joshua Summers 
Intermediate Boys -Jack Crook, James 
Griffin, Ashley Campbell, Edward 
Guthrie, Benjamin Pratt, James Attwood 
  
Thank you to all squad members and keep 
up the hard work. Your commitment and 
effort are appreciated. 
 
WATER BOTTLES  
 
As I am sure you are aware, studies have 
shown that good diet, and in particular 
plenty of water, have a marked effect on 
students’ concentration and performance.  
We have tried to address this problem 
with our new catering menu/facilities and 
the availability of water fountains around 
the school, however there are an 
increasing number of students who are 
coming to school without water bottles 
and/or sufficient food/money to get them 


