Nallsea School

Welcome......

Welcome to the Nailsea School
Newsletter, after a very eventful first
term back. Our initial euphoria over the
excellent A Level results and Key Stage
3 Science and Maths results was
boosted even further by news of the One
School Pathfinder Project which means
that by September 2009 Nailsea will
have a £28 million facility for
secondary education and community
use.

Can | take this opportunity to remind
you of the Parents’ Meeting on 8
November at 6.30 pm in the School Hall
to discuss the building project and start
consultation about what you would like
in the school for your children for the
future.

On 19 October we were visited by the
Commons Education and Skills Select
Committee for Citizenship. A party of
four MPs came to see the school

because we had been recommended a:

an example of good practice in this area
by the Institute of Education. It is a
great accolade for the school to have
such public commendation of the work
we do in developing students’ personal
attributes, as well as their academic
ability.

This term also saw the start of Tutor
Monitoring afternoons which mean that

on Tuesdays some students are engage!

in enrichment activities, homework

clubs or coursework classes, some are

involved in tutor monitoring and other

students are allowed to go home. The
response to the one to one tutoring by
students has been very positive, and
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Curzon Cinema, Clevedon at 1.00
pm on 12 November when Nailsea
students will again have the
opportunity to compare their
standard of media work with that of
other schools.

| was delighted to see the high
standard of drama when Year 11
performed Blue Remembered Hills
on 4 October. | have seen this
performed by A Level students and
adults, but never so convincingly.
Well done to the group. The group
raised £83.00 for the Babe Appeal.

This first term has been one of the
busiest and most exciting | can

remember. | am looking forward to

the October break and hope that the
rest of the year continues in an
equally positive manner. | look

forward to seeing many of you on 8
November or during the year at

Parents’ Evenings.

Best Wishes

Yours
sincerely

David New
POLITE REMINDERS

Absence Phone Line

Please note that if a student is going
to be absent from school, parents/
carers should ring the school on the

several students | have spoken to said absence phone line — 01275 850400.

they feel that it will really help them to
achieve higher standards in their
studies.

The Media Showcase event on 18

Lunch Passes

If you are happy for your child to go
home at lunchtime, a lunchtime pass
will be provided. Please remember

October was a great success and thethat the pass entitles your child to

standard of print media and moving
image was again exceptionally high. |
look forward to the showcase at the

leave the school and go home for the
whole lunchtime, returning for
afternoon registration at 1.55 pm. It

does not give him/her permission to
shop in the precinct or to walk around
the local area! Thank you for your
support.

Mobile Phones

In Years 7-11 we do not allow students
to bring to school mobile phones or
iPOD/ MP3 players. There are some
exceptional circumstances however
which require a student to have a
mobile phone in school. Parents are
asked to contact the relevant Head of
Year to discuss the matter, if they feel
that this applies to their child. If a
student has a mobile phone or iPOD/
MP3 player in school without
permission, it will be confiscated and
returned at the end of the week. The
school is unable to take responsibility
for the loss or theft of any mobile
phone or iPOD/MP3 player whilst
carried in school.

School Uniform

The appearance of your children on
their way to, from and in school is very
important for the reputation of the
school within the community. This
reflects on the students when looking
towards their future careers. We
therefore expect students to appear
smart and wear their school uniform
appropriately.

The  schoo Special points of
unifor m interest:

regulations. Briefly highlight

are Sesigna your point of interest
e

to as here.

simple anc

practical  as - Briefly highlight
possible. A< your point of interest
we look here.

towards nex

term, can |- Briefly highlight
please remin your point of interest
you of the here.

;’;‘pg ftsr to? glj - Briefly highiight
school your point of interest
uniform. Al here.

students ir

Years 7 — 1




are expected to wear:

a Nailsea School sweatshirt;

a white polo shirt with school logo;
trousers which must be plain black,
not excessively flared or pocketed,
and must be full length;

skirts which must be plain black,
evenly hemmed, close to knee
length and plain style;

black sensible outdoor shoes and
not trainersduring the school day.
The only time trainers may be
worn are:

Continued Overleaf....
- at lunchtime for playing games,
egfootball
- under the direction of a doctor,
only if supported by a medical
certificate
may only wear one flat stud in each
ear. No other body piercing is
allowed to be visible
may only wear a single thin gold or
silver chain round the neck under
the polo shirt.

Lost Property

We still have a large quantity of
unclaimed property. We do our best to
get marked items back to owners but
most of the property is unnamed. Lost
property is kept in two vast storage seat
areas by the public pay phone on the
first floor of the main block. We urge
you and students to look through this as
soon as possible; the school will be
open during the holiday period and we
shall dispose of anything left at the end
of the holiday.

First Aid

The school has a fully qualified First
Aider, not the North Somerset school
nurse who is now based at Tower
House Medical Centre and covers all
the schools in the area.

The first aid room is for students who
fall ill or injure themselves whilst on
the premises during the course of the
school day. Students with pre-existing
injuries/symptoms sustained outside
school hours should seek the advice of
their family GP as normal.

For students with ongoing medical
conditions the relevant forms need to
be completed and held in first aid,
together with any medication, in order

that we may deal with any situations
arising in an appropriate manner.

If you require any further information

or have any queries concerning the
above, please do not hesitate to
contact the First Aiders via the School
Office. Thank you.

LETTERS TO PARENTS/

CARERS

Please note that all school letters
which are sent home with students are
now accessible on the school website,
www. nailseaschool.com.

HARVEST FOR THE HUNGRY

Thank you to all pupils who donated
to the Harvest for the Hungry appeal
this year. We have filled over 40
boxes which will be taken by Euro aid
to families in Eastern Europe who
struggle to survive the harsh winters.
Your generosity will make a huge
difference in their lives.

Miss K Morgan

HOUSE SYSTEM

Just under 70 parents and students
attended an information evening on
Thursday 28 September to discuss the
planned introduction of a four house
system into school, starting from
September 2007. The outline process
by which this would be implemented
was presented and questions taken
from those attending about this
planned change. The discussion was
extremely useful in helping the school
to focus on ‘key issues’ that will
ensure an effective transaction from a
Year based to House system.

There will be more information about
this change sent out to all families
towards the end of next term.

Mr S Richards, Deputy Headteacher

EXAMINATION SESSIONS FOR
THE YEAR

Please note the Examination dates for
the rest of the year.

Most of Year 10 now take Science and
Mathematics modules during the next
few months, as well as in the summer.
Monday 13 November (afternoon)

there are Maths Modules for all Year
10 students, and on Tuesday 16
January, Science modules for those

Delivering Harvest for the Hungry
Parcels

students in Year 10 taking Double
Science and Individual Sciences.

January is also the time of Year 12 and
Year 13 examinations.

The whole of May and June is taken
up with the various demands of
GCSEs and GCEs. Examinations
cannot be rearranged from the dates
set by the Examination Boards.

In November all Year 11 to 13 will
receive notification of the coursework
deadlines set by the school. These
deadlines are set by staff to allow
marking and processing before going
to the exam boards, and as such are
not negotiable. At the same time
documents relating to coursework will
be issued. With these will be a reply
sheet which will be used to
acknowledge the receipt of the
documents. There have been several
announcements made in the press
regarding the changes being made to
coursework and the school will keep
students and parents/carers aware of
these changes once we receive official
notification.

John Sleigh, Examinations Manager

YEAR 7

Congratulations to Year 7 on settling
in to school life so successfully and
their enthusiasm in joining sports
clubs, volunteering to help at Open
Evening and being Tutor
Representatives. Also, specific
congratulations to Kyle Balch (72) and
Alexandra Knight (74) who have now
been elected as the two Year
Representatives.

Mr | Thomas, Head of Year 7
YEAR 9 SUCCESS

Three students from Year 9 were



entered for Modern Languages GCSE
exams last summer, and achieved
outstanding results. Imogen Daynes
(105) and Natasha Crook (101) both
gained A grades in French and Latin
respectively.

Lukas Hank (105) also achieved an A*
grade and scored one of the top five
marks in the country for German this
year.

These students are to be congratulated
for their commitment to study, having
given their own time for extra tuition.

Mrs G Norton

PROFESSIONAL IMPRESSION BY
STUDENT AMBASSADORS

We were pleased to see our Specialist
Status Ambassadors actively involved
in our recent Open Evening. The
twenty students spread themselves
across the school and set up
demonstrations which enabled
prospective parents and Year 6 children
to see the type of work that Nailsea
School students are producing.

The Ambassadors are so confident in
their particular area of expertise that
they openly welcomed the visitors,
answered questions and encouraged the
Year 6 children to have a go at the
different practical projects available.
Many prospective parents commented
on the demonstrations and the high level
of knowledge displayed by our students.
We were proud to see how confident
and able the Ambassadors have become
in ICT, Media and Technology.

Thank you to all those students who
helped and supported the staff during
Open Evening.

STUDENT LEADERSHIP GROUP

Courteney Reynolds and Riaz Fazal,
Year 12, have represented the school at

Democracy Day

the North Somerset Student

Leadership Group.
DEMOCRACY DAY

On Thursday 10 October, 11
members of Years 7-9 took part in a
Sustainable Communities day at
Weston Town Hall. Pupils were
involved in various interactive
activities, and finished the day with a
guestion and answer session with
members from North Somerset
Council. Thank you very much to
those pupils who took part
and represented Nailsea School.

Miss K Morgan
SPORT

Congratulations to Sian James, (132)
who has represented England ladies
at golf.

NUMERACY CORNER

We've hit the ground running in the
Maths Faculty this year, and we are
very busy with lots of our students
taking part in extra-curricular maths
activities.

A number of budding cryptographers
from across the year groups are
enlisted in an online national Cipher
Challenge which is run by the

University of Southampton. A new

cipher is released every Thursday
and the students have to de-cipher it
as quickly as possible to gain

valuable points towards top prizes of
a lap-top and £1000.

Year 10 are facing their first GCSE
module exam — Data Handling — on
13 November. Can we remind all
students to have the correct
equipment for the exam. You will

need a black or blue pen, a pencil,
ruler, rubber, protractor, compass
and a calculator for Section A.

We encourage all our students to
take responsibility for their own
learning, and we recently began
subscribing to an excellent website
called ‘mymaths.co.uk’ which all

students have access to at home. The

‘nailsea’ and the
‘brown’. There are

username is
password is

explanations, questions and games

that students can play around with to
help improve their maths.

We are running the Maths Help Club
again this year every Tuesday lunch

time in Room 28. Students can
come along and get help from a
teacher and from"6 Form maths

students with any area of the
subject they are struggling with or
if they want, some extension work.

Year 11 revision classes will begin
at lunch time on Wednesdays next
term in Room 25.

Miss A Collins
YEAR 10 CATERING

This school year has seen the start
of a new course for Year 10
students, which is proving to be
extremely popular, and students
are thoroughly enjoying the
experience. They have worked as
a team to produce a splendid
breakfast, to which several staff
were invited, showing just how
important this meal is. It has been
shown that those students who do
eat breakfast are able to
concentrate better.
Congratulations to all the students
involved for their enthusiasm and
achievement.

ROYAL HORTICULTURAL
AWARD

Four Year 11 Nailsea School

students (Casey Thompson,
Nathan Pring, Marc Shaddick and
Terry Penny) recently participated
in an organic gardening project to
transform an area of land at Youth
House, Nailsea, into a productive
vegetable garden. The results
were so impressive that they were
awarded an RHS Neighbourhood
Award. It is planned to continue

the scheme at Ravenswood
School, and will involve several

vegetable patches and a large
greenhouse. It is hoped that, in
conjunction with Nailsea School,

the organic gardening scheme can




Media Studies Showcase Evening

be run as a business, selling the
produce to local traders.

CHRISTMAS COOKERY
DEMONSTRATION

Once again, Mrs Cornelissen will be
hosting an evening of demonstrations
with some new ideas for festive food
on Thursday 9 November. The event
will be held in the Food Technology
room at the school. Ticket prices are
£5 for adults and £3 for students.
Tasters are included. This year's
theme will be ‘ease of making’ and
‘fun for kids’. There will be limited
seats so to avoid disappointment buy
your tickets early (available from
reception).

MEDIA STUDIES SHOWCASE
EVENING

On Wednesday 18 October the third
Media Studies Showcase Evening
was held in the school hall and
sponsorship for the evening was
given by Apple and Western
Computers.

There were two categories in the
competition, print media and moving
image media, and a wide range of
exhibits were produced through
digital still and video cameras, Apple
Mac Imovie and Adobe Photoshop.
Print media was judged by Mrs Julie
Cosgrove, our Director of Specialist
Status and Mrs Carol Deacon of the
Clevedon Mercury newspaper. We
were also delighted to welcome as
judges, Mr Chris McFall from
Western Computers, Mr Bob
Dearberg, a Governor of the Curzon
Cinema Clevedon, and Mr George
Inger, an experienced editor with the
BBC.

The standard of work was
exceptional and the evening a great
success. The first prize winners
were:

Print Media: Jenny Smith for ‘Activ

8’ advertising campaign

Moving Image: Ben Gillam for

‘Mind Behind the Madness’ trailer

for TV documentary

Both students were awarded our
school Media Trophy and an iPod
shuffle donated by Western Computers

GIFTED AND TALENTED
CROSS PHASE MORNINGS

On the mornings of 3 and 5 October,
thirty Year 5 and Year 6 Gifted and
Talented students from our Cluster
Primary Schools came to Nailsea
School to take part in enrichment
activities. These revolved around the
theme of ‘Detective Work’. Each
student took part in three workshops,
one on Learning Styles with Anne
Welsh (Subject Leader Psychology,
Nailsea School), one on Critical
Thinking and Questioning
Techniques with Andy Donald
(Advanced Skills Teacher, Worle
School), and one on Code Breaking
with Sophie Hall (Development
Teacher, Nailsea School). Initial
feedback indicates that, not only did
the students enjoy the sessions, but
they went away having learned how
to learn more effectively.

Anne Welsh is continuing to work
with children in the primary schools
helping them to understand more
about their memory and how to use it
in learning. She has also set up
regular meetings with the primary
schools so that the work done can be
developed and impact more regularly
on the education of the children. This
collaborative work is definitely
enhancing the links between the
schools and helping the transition for
Year 6 students when they enter
Nailsea School in Year 7.

ARMY CADETS

Eight students from Nailsea School
took part in a two-week adventure
holiday during August as members of
local Army Cadet Force units.

Matthew Ogborne from Year 13,
together with Adam Lowles,

Christopher Quinn, Alexander Peters,
Thomas Colbourn and James
Wadsworth, all from Year 11, were
joined by Mitchell Wright, Year 10,

and Ashley Payne, Year 9, for their
Annual Camp.

This year's camp was held at
Longmoor military training camp in
Hampshire. In total over 500 cadets
from all over Somerset participated.
Over the two weeks' period the
cadets enjoyed a wide variety of
activities, challenges and new
experiences. These included:

Off Road Buggy Driving
Assault Courses
2 Day Military Exercise

Day Out at Thorpe Park
First Aid Courses
Competitions

As well as these activities the cadets
took part in testing on various military
subjects as part of their ongoing
training programme. At the parade
ceremony on the last day of camp
Matthew Ogborne, Year 13, was
presented with his Silver Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award certificate — a
great achievement.

The cadets who attended camp from
Nailsea School are members of
Nailsea, Portishead, Clevedon and
Weston Army Cadet Units. They
parade for two nights a week
throughout the whole year and are
away on many weekends taking part
in cadet activities. More pictures of
the camp and lots of other ACF
activities can be found on the cadets’
website, www.somersetacf.org.uk.

NAILSEA COMMUNITY
SHOWCASE

The @" Nailsea Community Showcase

was held in the town’s precinct on

Saturday 30 September, creating a
hive of activity, as over 35 community

and voluntary organisations set up
their stalls to highlight the vast variety

of organisations that operate in

Nailsea and district. The aim of the

day was to celebrate the rich seam of
talent and voluntary community

activities in Nailsea, as well as to

highlight activities which are available

for residents to participate.

Performing outside the main marquee,
despite the rain, were talented students
from the Jennie Nelms School of
Dance and the Hats and Boots Line
Dancing Team who entertained the

Matthew Ogborne, Year 13, Collecting
his Silver Duke of Edinburgh's Award



